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Executive Summary

This document is Deliverable D5.1 (“Cascade Funding and Training to Third Parties — Initial”), which is part of Work
Package 5 (WP5) of the 6G-PATH project. It describes how Open Call #1 (OC1) was designed and delivered to “drive”
innovation and collaboration in the Beyond 5G (B5G) and 6G ecosystem.

The main goal of Open Call #1 was to provide Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) to accelerate the integration
of advanced tools and services into the existing 6G-PATH testbeds. This initiative “targeted” a wide range of
participants, including startups, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs), Research and Technology
Organisations (RTOs) and corporates, encouraging their participation in addressing the project’s four “key” vertical
areas: Farming, Education, Health and Smart Cities.

Open Call #1 was divided into two “tracks” and received a total of 62 applications by the 21 November 2024
deadline:

e “Track A”: Infrastructure Deployment — Focused on supporting up to two (2) new pilot sites capable of
deploying B5G/6G network infrastructures. This track received a total of twenty-seven (27) applications.

e “Track B”: Infrastructure Software Extensions — Aimed at funding up to ten (10) innovative projects to
enhance the functionality of the seven (7) existing testbeds with cutting-edge software solutions. This track
received a total of thirty-five (35) applications.

Open Call #1 aimed to encourage scalable projects that aligned with 6G-PATH’s mission shall be able to “drive”
industry transformation, resilience and sustainability.

This deliverable provides a clear overview of the Open Call process, covering:

e How documentation was prepared and shared, how promotional campaigns were run and how targeted
outreach was conducted to attract participants.

e The transparent process for selecting and onboarding independent evaluators through a Call for Expression
of Interest.

e A detailed, step-by-step approach to evaluating, selecting and contracting the most innovative and
impactful proposals.

e The framework for implementing awarded projects, which includes a training programme and monitoring
to ensure their success and scalability.

As a result of the Open Call #1, initial impact includes:

o Twelve (12) new projects representing seventeen (17) entities, including SMEs and research organisations,
that will contribute to new infrastructure or extend the project’s initial seven testbeds.

e Approximately one hundred and eighty (180) entities/individuals directly or indirectly participating in the
Open Call #1 process, as applicants or experts.

e Hundreds of new visitors to the project website and social media channels driven by the Open Call activities.

The deliverable also provides an overview of the twelve (12) funded projects, lessons learned and
recommendations for future Open Calls. The deliverable highlights how capacity-building activities equipped
participants with the skills and knowledge needed to make a real impact in the B5G/6G domain.

© 6G-PATH Page | 10
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1 Introduction

Deliverable D5.1 (“Cascade Funding and Training to Third Parties — Initial”), prepared as part of WP5 (Cascade
Funding and training to third parties”), provides a detailed review of the strategy, procedures and initial outcomes
associated with the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1, which was launched on 23 September 2024 and closed on 21 November
2024.

The main purpose of this deliverable is to document the design, promotion and execution of the 6G-PATH — Open
Call #1, ensuring transparency and offering insights into the process. The Open Call aimed to involve a diverse range
of stakeholders, including SMEs (start-ups included), RTOs and corporates, to contribute with innovative projects
to the B5G and 6G ecosystem.

This document is intended for public dissemination and excludes any personal or sensitive information about the
applicants who participated in the Open Call. It is a valuable resource for understanding how the Open Call was
conducted, the criteria used for evaluation and selection and the initial results achieved.

1.1 Mapping 6G-PATH Outputs

The purpose of this section is to “map” 6G-PATH Grant Agreement (GA) commitments, both within the formal
Deliverable and Task description, against the project’s respective outputs and work performed. The mapping is
presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Deliverable D5.1 adherence to 6G-PATH GA Deliverable & Tasks Descriptions

6G-PATH GA Respective
Component 6G-PATH GA Component Outline Document Justification

Title Chapter(s)
DELIVERABLE

D5.1 - Cascade Funding and Training to Third Parties — Initial

Reports on Open Call objectives, documents and FSTP implemented procedures up to the selection and
engagement of the third parties. Includes the tutorials/training materials produced and the training activities
performed.

TASKS
This task involves the identification and
establishment of the Open Calls (OC) guidelines, The deliverable provides an
definition of the process and documents and the overview of the Open Call
T5.1 - Open management/coordination of the publication of framework (Chapter 2), the
Calls 6G-PATH OCs for individual entities and documentation and annexes

e  Chapter2 that were prepared (Chapter
e  Chapter 3 3), including activities and
statistics related to outreach

Preparation, consortia. The 6G-PATH team will be responsible
Publication & | for the publication of the two OCs based on the

Dissemination | rules and processes defined in the FSTP annex. [...] (dissemination) and actual
Main outcomes: Open Call documents, participation in the Open
publication of the open calls, +60 recruit third- Call.
party applications (reported in D5.1 and D5.2).

75.2 - The evaluation of proposals is critical for the | ® Chapter 4 The deliverable addresses

Proposal success of the programme. Therefore, we define | e  Chapter 5 the process to select

assessments | a process based on lessons learned from previous | e  Chapter 6 external experts to

© 6G-PATH Page | 11
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6G-PATH GA Respective
Component 6G-PATH GA Component Outline Document Justification

Title Chapter(s)

& funds experiences. The evaluation will have 3-stages: | ¢  Chapter 7 support the evaluation
management | eligibility; remote evaluation, and; interview. The | e  Chapter 8 process (Chapter 4).
evaluation will be made by the external
evaluators recruited and following the criteria
defined in T5.1. Once evaluation has been made,
selected third-parties are invited for the
preparation and signature of the sub-grantee
agreements by the coordinator (in representation
of consortium) (...). [...] Third-party projects will
be integrated and supported along tasks T5.3,
T4.2 and T4.3. Main outcomes: selection of 2
infrastructure and 30 applications third-party
projects (reported in D5.1 and D5.2).

It also addresses the two
evaluation moments
implemented, namely the
feasibility assessment
(Chapter 5) and full
evaluation procedure
(Chapter 6). It then
provides a summary of
the 12 selected projects
that were awarded
following the contracting
procedures (Chapter 7),
as well as an overview of
the Assistance
Programme they are
participating in (Chapter
8).

The goal of this task is to disseminate project
methodologies, technical concepts and tools, and
train third-party experimenters to improve their
skills in the 6G-PATH platform, infrastructures,
testbeds, and technologies, to support the
onboarding of additional testbeds, external
15.3 . | Network Applications and finally to perform
Tutorials and | €xperimentation. [...] This task will run in strict .
third-party close relation with T7.1 and its tutorials and | ® Chapter8 | were provided to the 12
training training materials will be re-used by the overall projects  funded under
project dissemination and communication Open Call #1 (Chapter 8).

activities.

The deliverable presents
the training activities that

Main outcomes: tutorial and training plan for the
two open calls; training materials; organization
of at least 8 tutorials; organization of at least 4
training events.

1.2 Financial Support to Third Parties in 6G-PATH

A financial support programme is an integral part of the 6G-PATH project and is made available through the
organisation of two Open Calls during the project’s lifetime. The primary objective of these Open Calls is to engage
a diverse range of stakeholders in developing innovative solutions and integrating them into the B5G/6G ecosystem.
The two Open Calls have a total budget of €3,000,000 allocated between them.

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 was allocated €1.2 million to fund up to 12 projects, that is: Two (2) projects under
“Track A” (Infrastructure Deployment) and ten (10) projects under “Track B” (Infrastructure Software Extensions).

© 6G-PATH Page | 12
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The infrastructure and software extensions integrated through this first Call are a foundation for the activities of
the second Open Call.

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #2 has €1.8 million available to fund up to thirty (30) projects under “Track C” (Deployment
and Testing), targeting application deployment and testing initiatives that can be implemented on existing
infrastructure and testbeds, those of the 6G-PATH partners and those brought in through Open Call #1.

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 was formally launched on 23 September 2024 and ran until 21 November 2024,
attracting 62 submissions, with 27 applications submitted under “Track A” and 35 under “Track B”. An
intermediate feasibility assessment was carried out, with a 6 November 2024 deadline.

Following the sub-granted project’s kick-off in March 2025, these projects were prepared to run their activities over
a structured timeline. This timeline is divided into three “key” phases: (i) Specification and Design; (ii)
Implementation and Testing, and; (iii) Support and Evaluation. These phases ensure that the projects shall progress
systematically, delivering measurable outcomes while being aligned with the overarching goals of the 6G-PATH
project.

1.3 Document structure
This deliverable is structured into the following sections:

1. Introduction: The present structure provides an overview of the deliverables and details the financial
aspects of the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1.

2. Overview of the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1: Describes the objectives of the Open Call, the two call tracks,
and the expected outcomes.

3. Open Call Documentation, Publication, Promotion, and Participation: Presents the Open Call
documentation kit prepared, promotional efforts undertaken and participation statistics.

4. Selection of Evaluators via a Call for Expression of Interest: Explains the process used to recruit and select
external experts to evaluate the proposals.

5. Feasibility Assessment: Discusses an intermediate assessment process through which applicants received
initial information about the feasibility of their project(s).

6. Evaluation, Selection and Contracting Process: Outlines the steps taken to evaluate submitted
applications, select the most promising projects and finalise the contracting process.

7. Implementation of Awarded Sub-Granted Projects: Details the phases of implementation for funded
projects, including the support mechanisms provided by 6G-PATH and the responsibilities of beneficiaries.

8. Assistance Programme, Training and Tutorials: Highlights the training and capacity-building activities
organised to support the sub-granted projects.

9. Sub-Granted Projects Kick-Off: Describes the kick-off for the awarded projects and the initial steps taken
to initiate their implementation.

10. Final Considerations: Summarises the document and reflects on the outcomes and lessons learned from
the first Open Call process.
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2 Overview of the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1

2.1 Objectives of the Open Call

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 invited SMEs (also start-ups), RTOs and corporates to submit project applications to
advance the B5G and 6G ecosystem. The main goal was to support the development and integration of innovative
solutions into the seven originally existing 6G-PATH testbeds, addressing the project’s four critical verticals: Smart
Cities, Education, Health and Farming (Figure 1).

Proposals were required to align and select one of two tracks:

e “Track A”: Infrastructure Deployment — Focused on establishing new pilot sites capable of deploying
B5G/6G network infrastructures, to enable the testing and validation of advanced services and applications.

e “Track B”: Infrastructure Software Extensions — Targeted the development of software solutions to
enhance the functionality of the seven 6G-PATH testbeds, ensuring alignment with B5G/6G standards and
objectives.

© ™
6C-PATH Use Cas Open Call #1

10 2

Third-party hird- party
Testbads Testbeds
Extensions (TRACK A
(TRACK B)

Testbeds

m 8 L8 LEE LS oy K &

Figure 1: 6G-PATH Use Cases, Testbeds and Third Parties - Open Call #1

All applications were required to demonstrate high innovation potential and scalability, showcasing their ability to
contribute to the transformation of the digital ecosystem. Applicants were required to validate and demonstrate
their solutions within the testbed environment, ensuring their readiness for deployment.

Additionally, applications were evaluated on their ability to “address” specific technical and societal challenges
within the 6G domain, including: improving connectivity, enhancing network efficiency and promoting
sustainability. Applicants were encouraged to consider the broader impact of their solutions, including their
potential to drive industry transformation, support economic growth and contribute to societal resilience.
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2.2 Funding Scheme

Of the €3,000,000 initially allocated for the two 6G-PATH Open Calls, a total of €1.2 million was made available for
the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1. This budget was expected to fund up to 12 projects, that is: Two (2) projects under
“Track A” and ten (10) projects under “Track B”.

Proposals submitted to Open Call #1 were eligible to receive financial support based on the project’s track and
scope. “Track A” projects could request up to €300,000 each, while “Track B” projects had a funding cap of €60,000
per application. The grant covered 100% of eligible costs, which included personnel costs, other direct costs (e.g.,
travel, consumables, equipment) and indirect costs (calculated as 25% of the total direct costs).

6G-PATH supported financially a range of third-party activities, including project management, infrastructure
deployment, software development, testing and validation, business development and mentoring. This
comprehensive funding approach ensured that projects had the resources to achieve their objectives and deliver
impactful results.

The financial support was finalised during the negotiation phase, following the evaluation and selection of
applications. The negotiated amount was based on the funding requested by each application and was aligned with
the project’s scope and objectives. All funded activities had to be unique to the project and not receive funding
from any other grants (to avoid double funding).
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3 Open Call Documentation, Publication, Promotion, and Participation

3.1 Documentation Overview

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 was supported by a comprehensive documentation kit designed to provide clear and
detailed guidance to applicants, and ensure a transparent, efficient and accessible process.

The key documents prepared for the Open Call included:

e Guidelines for Applicants: Outlined the overall objectives of the Open Call, eligibility criteria, funding rules
and submission procedures. It also provided instructions on how to complete the application process,
ensuring consistency and fairness across all submissions. The guidance also explained the evaluation
methodology and criteria, offering transparency into how applications would be scored and selected. It
included an initial overview of the proposed Assistance Programme.

e Technical Annex: Provided specific technical details and requirements related to the 6G-PATH testbeds and
use cases that applications were required to consider and address, ensuring alignment with the 6G-PATH
project’s objectives and the capabilities of the testbeds.

e Feasibility Assessment Template: Allowed applicants to present their application concept following a
standard template applicable to all and allow the 6G-PATH team to verify the feasibility of the proposed
solution against the technical and operational functionalities of the 6G-PATH testbeds. Completing and
submitting this form was a prerequisite for submitting a full application (see Section 5).

e Technical Application Template: Designed to capture all necessary administrative, technical (following the
defined evaluation criteria) and financial details of the proposed projects. It ensured that evaluators
received consistent and complete information for all submissions.

e Sub-Grant Agreement Template: Provided to applicants in advance, the template outlined the terms and
conditions for funding. This transparency allowed applicants to understand their obligations before
entering the agreement.

All documentation was accessible through the 6G-PATH website, ensuring broad availability to all interested

applicants. Additionally, applicants were provided with a dedicated Discuss section on the F6S platform, which

facilitated community engagement and provided answers to common questions. For more personalised assistance,
a dedicated Open Call email helpdesk was available, allowing applicants to reach out directly with any queries or
support needs.

The documentation also included visual diagrams, timelines and examples to clarify complex concepts. For example,
the timeline of the Open Call process, from submission to evaluation and contracting, was illustrated to help
applicants plan their participation effectively.

By offering a robust set of resources, the project ensured that applicants were well-informed and equipped to
develop high-quality applications. This approach not only facilitated the submission process but also contributed to
the overall success and impact of the Open Call.
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3.2 Publication and Promotion

The 6G-PATH Open Call #1 was officially launched on 23 September 2024 and was supported by a well-rounded
promotion campaign to maximise visibility and attract high-quality applications. This campaign leveraged
contributions from project partners and external networks to reach a diverse audience of potential applicants.

The primary platform for promotion was the 6G-PATH project website, which was used as a central hub for
information and resources related to the Open Call. The website provided an overview of the Call objectives, the
value proposition (Figure 2), tracks (Figure 3) and the necessary documentation for participation. As other resources
became available (e.g., videos of the two promotional webinars), they were uploaded to the website.

Why Participate?
.
W Contribute to 6G Infrastructure: EU Industry Leadership: Support & Funding:
Be at the forefront of the next generation Strengthen EU's position in the global Gain support and funding for your
of communication technology. tech landscape. innovative projects.
Apply to 6G-PATH's Open Call #1 and secure funding to contribute to the
development of 6G-infrastructure and related services and applications
€1.2 million for the development of: Funds available for academia, telecom operators, Business and technical support provided to
« 2 new testbeds for additional use case RTOs, startups and SMEs willing to contribute to facilitate technology deployment, integration test
scenarios or technology validation the development of 6G-infrastructure and related & validation.
= 10 extensions to integrate into existing services and applications.
project testbeds. Manage consent
Figure 2: Screenshot from the 6G-PATH website Open Call #1 page (1)
Tracks Available:
Track A: Track B:
. Infrastructure Deployment Infrastructure Extensions

+ Open to all entities capable of setting up B5G/6G
network infrastructures.

+ 2 projects with a maximum grant of €300k.

= 8-month project + 12-month support duration.

« Open to all entities capable of integrating
advances into B5G/6G infrastructures.

« 10 projects with a maximum grant of €60k.

= 6-month project + 14-month support duration.

Who Can Apply?

Individual or Consortia of 2 entities.

How to Apply?

B Step1 Download the Open Call 1 documents:
1. Guidelines for applicants
2. Technical annex
£/ 2 3. Feasibility assessment form
4. Technical proposal template
B Step3 5. Full documentation pack, including decuments to be provided by the beneficiaries to finalise the contracting phase
Manage consent

Figure 3: Screenshot from the 6G-PATH website Open Call #1 page (2)

To streamline the application process and encourage engagement, a dedicated page for 6G-PATH Open Call #1 was
created on the F6S platform (Figure 4). This page included general information about the Open Call, submission
guidelines and access to an online discussion group.
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6G-Path

6G-PATH - Open Call #1 ¢
Shape the Future of Connectivity with 6G-PATH (2

w JoSo & Lus + 2 Connect with 6G-PATH
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6G Pilots and Trials
Through Europe

velopment of two

Figure 4: Screenshot from the F6S Open Call #1 page

In compliance with European Commission (EC) requirements, information about the Open Call was publicised on
multiple platforms, including the EU Funding & Tenders portal (Figure 5), the 6G SNS JU website (Figure 6), the
cascadefunding.eu website (Figure 7), and the Look Fundings website, among many others.

© 6G-PATH

e | EU Funding & Tenders Portal 1]

e >
6G-PATH - Open Call #1
BG-PATH

EED) coxcase funamg

Internal navi

o

Further information

Ful 65-PATH - e Call #1 cam b found o L2 s 606 eusopee calls (2

Task description

Figure 5: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 publication on the EC’s funding & tenders opportunities portal
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ABOUT US PARTICIPATE PROJECT PORTFOLIO PUBLICATIONS EVENTS NEWS Q

6G-PATH OPEN CALL #1 SUBMISSIONS OPEN FROM 23 SEPTEMBER 2024!

Open Call 1

Figure 6: 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 publication on the 6GSNS JU website
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Figure 7: 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 publication on the Sploro Cascade Funding website

(3 LOOKFUNDINGS FUNDING CALLS ~ CONTACT US  SERVICES = 0 Login

6G-PATH Open Call B0
Apply until: November 21, 2024 Industry:  Any

Funding up to: €300 000

Documents )
If you are: Startup; SME >4

Short description:

Apply to develop 6G infrastructure, services, and applications. This call supports the creation of two new
testbeds for validating additional use cases or technologies and offers funding for 10 extensions to integrate into
existing project testbeds. Eligible participants include academia, telecom operators, RTOs, startups, and SMEs
based in the EU or associated Horizon Europe member states. Projects should align with BSG/6G standards and
demonstrate innovation, scalability, and impact across sectors like Health, Education, Smart Cities, and Farming.
Business and technical support, including mentoring and specialized workshops, will be provided to assist with
technology deployment, integration testing, and validation.

Eligibility Criterias:
Eligible applicants for the 6G-PATH Open Call include SMEs, startups, research and technology organizations
(RTOs), academia, and telecom operators based in the European Union or Horizon Europe-associated countries,

© 6G-PATH

Figure 8: 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 publication on Look Fundings website
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Open Call 1

Shape the Future of

Connectivity & Innovation

with Beyond 5G/6G Networks o3 e & pATE
oz Sep 23 2024 - Nov 212024
Lapsed!
CATEGORY
Open Call 1 6G-PATH: Shaping the future of Cascase francing @
connectivity and innovation with networks beyond
5G/6G

The aim of the 6G-PATH project is to help foster the development and
integration of innovative and enhanced 5G/6G products and tools from
EU companies, while measuring KPIs and KVIs.

The 6G-PATH Open Call aims to attract different entities, including SMES and startups, research and technology X u.n

organizations, and enterprises (telecom operators)

SHARE THIS EVENT

» For the integration of two new testbeds with the capacity to configure a BSG/6G network infrastructure and make
them available for testing and validating new services/applications that support other additional use cases.

+ For the development of ten extensions that integrate advances in any of the seven infrastructure services test
beds, in line with B5G and 6G standards and objectives.

As such, the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 is divided into two tracks.

1.In “TRACK A - Infrastructure Deployment” , 6G-PATH will fund two applications (additional third-party testbeds)
that enable the development and integration of a BSG/6G ofi-the-shelf network infrastructure for testing and validating
services/applications in the Healthcare, Education, Smart Cities and Agriculture verticals.

2.in* TRACKB_ Software ", 6GPATH will fund ten extensions fo third_party

Figure 9: 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 publication on Digital Innovation Hub Industry 4.0 (Spain) website

3.2.1 Online Webinars

To promote and provide information about the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1, two webinars were organised to engage
and inform potential applicants about the Call and “address” questions.

The first webinar was held on 24 October 2024, shortly after the official launch of the Open Call. Organised by F6S
and promoted on the F6S platform (Figure 10), project website (Figure 11) and social media, the webinar attracted
58 registrations. Detailed data and statistics on participants are not available.

The first webinar was a joint effort between F6S, ONE and OTE (Figure 12). The webinar introduced the 6G-PATH
project (presented by OTE) and technical framework (presented by ONE). It then provided a detailed overview of
the Open Call (delivered by F6S), the two tracks, evaluation criteria and tips when preparing an application.

The webinar also covered a step-by-step walkthrough of the application process, from submission to guidance on
completing the feasibility assessment and a Q&A segment to “address” participants’ questions.
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9
6G-Path

6G-PATH Open Call 1- Information Webinar

Oct 10 24 11:00am - Oct 10 24 12:00pm

58 peopleare going £ () @ g ) @

ViewEvent Speakers Schedule Discussion

6G Pilots and Trials

Through Europe

WORKSHOP

6G-PATH Open Call #1 Information Webinar: Secure Funding for B5G/6G
Innovation!

Join us to learn about 6G-PATH's Open Call #1 and how you can secure up to €300,000 for developing BSG/6G testbeds or up to €60,000 for
integrating innovative technologies into existing testbeds. This webinar is essential for entities eager to advance in the B5G/6G domain.

What is 6G-PATH?

6G-PATH i a European-funded project dedicated to advancing BSG/6G technologies by integrating cutting-edge tools and products from EU
companies. Our project features seven testbeds and ten use cases across Health, Education, Smart Cities, and Farming. A significant portion of our
budget is allocated for Financial Support for Third Parties (FSTP), with the goal of integrating two new Pilot Sites, extending testbeds with ten
additional technologies, and supporting 30 new use cases through Open Calls.

About the Open Call

6G-PATH — Open Call #1 invites proposals to advance BSG/6G technologies. Our objectives include two new Pilot Sites to establish

News & Events

6G-PATH Open Call #1 Information Webinar on 10 October
2024: Secure Funding for B5G/6G Innovation

Are you looking to contribute to the future of BSG/6G technology? Join the
6G-PATH Open Call #1 Information Webinar and learn how to secure up to
1 developing BSG/6G testbeds or up to €60,000 for integrating 6G-?ath
ing testbeds. This webinar is a must
attend for organizations ready to lead the charge in BSG/6G innovation.

Open Call #1

About the Open Call
Information Webinar: 10 October 2024, 11h00 CEST
6G-PATH Open Call #1 is your opportunity to help shape the BSG/6G
landscape. We are seeking proposals to drive advancements in two key
areas
« TRACK A’ Secure up to €300,000 for developing and integrating new
B5G/6G infrastructure across two Pilot Sites
+ TRACK B: Obtain up to €60,000 to integrate your innovative technology
into existing testbeds.

Key Dates

+ Open Call #1 opens: 23 September 2024
+ Feasibility forms deadline: 6 N 2
+ Open Call #1 closes: 21 Noven

Take the First Step

Don't miss out! Register for the webinar to gain insights on the application process, funding opportunities, and how your project can contribute to the
evolution of B5G/6G technology.

Registration and agenda are available at: 6G-PATH Open Call 1- Information Webinar | F6S.

For more details about the call, visit the 6G-PATH Open Call page at: gpath.eu/open-calls

Figure 10: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Information webinar #1 on
the F6S Platform

Agenda

Figure 11: Promotion of the Open Call #1 Information webinar # 1
on the 6G-PATH website

g

6G-Path
Samuel (F6S)

5

. Tips when preparing a proposal

Q&A

U M W N R

. 6G-PATH project overview | OTE (Coordinator)
. Technical specifications of 6G-PATH | ONE (Technical Coordinator)
. 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 | F6S (Open Call Managers)

Figure 12: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Information webinar #1 recording

The second webinar, held on 31 October 2024, repeated the main elements of the first webinar and also focused
on feedback and questions from the first session while providing deeper insights into the technical and operational
aspects of the Open Call. The webinar was promoted on F6S (Figure 13), the project website (Figure 14) and social
media. The webinar (Figure 15) received 24 registrations and was attended by 15 participants. The lower number of
registrations and attendees may be linked to the availability of the recording, which was made available on the
project’s YouTube channel and had a significant number of views (294 as of 10 July 2025). Similar to the first
webinar, the second webinar was also a collaborative effort between F6S, ONE, OTE and UMA (which further

“addressed” the 6G-PATH architecture).

© 6G-PATH
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6G-PATH Open Call 1 - Info Webinar no. 2

Oct 31 24 11:00am - Oct 31 '24 12:00pm

2 peoplere going ) € BN -]

View Event

6G Pilots and Trials
Through Europe

Join 6G-PATH for our second Information Webinar next 31 October 2024

Join us next 31 October 2024 (111
testbeds or up to €60,000 for int

TH's Open Call #1 and how you car
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~- About the Open Call --
6G-PATH — Open Call #1 invites proposals to advance BSG/6G technologies. Our objectives include integrating two new Pilot Sites 1o estab.

Figure 13: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Information webinar #2
on the 6S Platform

News & Events

6G-PATH Open Call #1 2nd Information Webinar on 31
October 2024: Don't Miss Your Chance to Secure Funding for
B5G/6G Innovation!

ccess of our firs

formation session, we are excited to
ond Information Webinar for 6G-PATH Open Call #1. 1f you
session or need further clarification on how to apply, this 66-ath

webinar will provide an additional opportunity to explore the funding available Open Call #1

for BSG/6G innovation RO — jon with B

Why Attend?

Information Webinar: 31 October 2024, 11h00 CET

Discover how you can secure up to €300,000 for developing BSG/6G testbeds
or up to €60,000 for integrating groundbreaking technologies into existing
testbeds. This session is a must-attend for organizations eager to contribute
10 the evolution of BSG/6G technology through two focused tracks
« Track A: Secure up to €300,000 for developing and integrating new
BS5G/6G infrastructure across two Pilot Sites,
« Track B: Obtain up to €60,000 for integrating innovative technology
into existing testbeds.

Key Dates:

« Feasibility forms deadline: 6 November 2024 (17h00 CEST)
« Open Call #1 closes: 21 November 2024 (17h00 CEST)

What to Expect:

Gain detailed insights into the application process, eligibility criteria, and how your project can help shape the BSG/6G landscape. This webinar will also
provide a platform for live Q&A to address any specific questions from attendees.

Register Now:

Secure your spot by registering for the webinar and accessing the agenda at: 6G-PATH Open Call 1 - Info Webinar no. 2| F6S
For further details about 6G-PATH Open Cal #1, visit: 6gpath.eu/open-calls

Figure 14: Promotion of the Open Call #1 Information webinar
#2 on the 6G-PATH website

6G-PATH - Architecture

operations via middleware and backend tools.

Main layers:

« Pilots/Use Cases

* Northbound APIs

*  6G-PATH Platform
«  Portal
+ Backend

* Southbound APIs

» Testbed Infrastructures

Unified platform for Use Case partners to configure, schedule,
execute, and analyze experiments, abstracting testbed

TesTBEDX

kel

we & e &

Figure 15: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Information webinar #2 recording

As mentioned, recordings of both webinars were uploaded to the project’s YouTube channel (Figure 16), Webinar 1
and Webinar 2, and shared on the 6G-PATH website, ensuring accessibility for those unable to attend live. These
webinars were crucial in increasing awareness about the Open Call and equipping applicants with the necessary

information to prepare strong applications.
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Figure 16: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Information webinars on project YouTube channel

3.2.2 Targeted Mailing and Posting

Several targeted mailing and posting actions were undertaken to promote the 6G-PATH Open Call #1, leveraging
the networks and outreach capabilities of project partners.

F6S reached out to an extended network of entities through its involvement in ongoing and past projects that had
successfully organised open calls in domains similar to those of 6G-PATH. This effort broadened the reach of the
campaign, ensuring the Open Call was visible to a relevant audience.

Furthermore, through its internal processes, F6S sent a targeted newsletter with the Open Call to more than 11,000
of its F6S community members. These entities were selected based on their alignment with the Open Call’s focus
areas, including B5G/6G technologies and the project verticals (i.e. Health, Education, Smart Cities and Farming).
The mailing specifically targeted organisations based in EU Member States and Horizon Europe (HE) Associated
Countries.

Project partners also supported the promotional efforts of the Open Call by sharing directly through their networks,
mailing lists, or sharing information on their institutional websites, such as partner Orange Fab Romania (Figure 17).
These actions helped to amplify the visibility of the Open Call within the partners’ respective networks and
professional communities.

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 was also highlighted in internal efforts, such as the project’s first newsletter (July 2024,
c.f. Figure 18) and a second press release (October 2024). A poster and a flyer were also developed to support
promotion efforts.
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- Orange Fab Romania

Home Program Startups Ecosystem News AboutOrange

6G-Path Open Call #1- apply by 21 Open Call
Nov 2024

6G-Path

Overview

) #1 seeks to engage innovators in the
development and enhancement of B5G/6G technologies. This is a
unique ) tartu showcase and

and solutions, contributing to the large-scale field trials led by
the 6G-Path consortium. It offers two funding tracks:

« Step 1: Download Open Call

Figure 17: Screenshot of Open Call #1 posting on Orange Fab Romania website

6G-PATH's Open Call #1

B6G-PATH will soon launch an Open Call for the development of ground-breaking services and

lications for deployment in a cutting-edg

The Open Call will be launched on the 2nd of September 2024 allocating €1.2million to
facilitate the development of two (-2) new testbeds for additional use case scenarios or
technology validation, along with ten (-10.) extensions to integrate into existing project

testbeds.

The submissions to the 6G-PATH — OpenCall #1 will remain open until the 31 October 2024.

Tracks Available:

Infrastructure Deployment

- Open o all entities capable of setting up BSG/6G network infrastructures.
« Two (-2-) projects with a maximum grant of €300k
- 8-month project + 12-month support duration.

Infrastructure Extensions

« Open to all entities capable of integrating advances into BSG/66 infrastructures.
- Ten (-10-) projacts with a maximum grant of €60k
+ 6-month project + 14-month support duration

Who Can Apply?
Individual or Consortia of two (-2-) entites.

The Open call includes assets such as:

« Equity-free funding: Up to €300k for Track A (2 projects) and €60k for Track B (10 projects)
- Technical support: Specialised guidance and assistance to integrate the solutions in the
different tech components developed by the consortium. This support will be provided
through tailored workshops, one-on-one consultations, and access to a smart channel to

quickly address potential issues and questions

Figure 18: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Newsletter

This multi-channel approach helped in the effort to reach a broad and diverse audience, maximising participation
and encouraging high-quality submissions from across Europe.

3.2.3 Social Media Campaign

The 6G-PATH Open Call #1 was actively promoted through a coordinated social media campaign across the project’s
official channels, including LinkedIn and X/Twitter, as well as those of the project partners. Over the course of the
open call (including in support of the experts’ Eol), a total of 24 posts were published on each platform, highlighting
key details about the open call, related events, and submission deadlines. Posts were synchronised across platforms
to ensure consistent messaging and maximise reach. Examples of the social media campaign are provided in Figure
19, Figure 20, and Figure 21.
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6G-PATH

%’ Ready to shape the future of connectivity with Beyond 5G/6G networks?

The 6G-PATH project is excited to announce the launch of its Open Call for
innovative services and applications that push the boundaries of next-gen networks.
This is your chance to be part of a cutting-edge infrastructure!

Funding: €1.2 million is up for grabs to support the creation of:
- 2 new testbeds for advanced use cases and technology validation.
- 10 extensions to integrate into existing project testoeds.

& Who can apply?
We are accepting proposals under two tracks:
TRACK A: Organizations with the capability to set up Beyo
nfrastructure, offering it for the testing and validation of nev
TRACK B: Entities with expertise in developing and
nnovations aligned with the Open Call's objectives.

5G/6G network
s/applications.
autting-edge

@ With this Open Call, 6G-PATH aims to baister the EU's leadership in the global tech
iandscape

For all the details on how to apply, visit: https://Inkd.in/eEr hHq8

G
66G-Path

Open Call #1

th Beyond 5G/6G Networks

23 September 2024 to 21 November 2024 (17.00 CET, Brussels time)

ey with 6G-PATH!

wk Final Call: Feasibility check deadline for 6G-PATH Open Call #1 is TODAY, 6
Movember!

This is your last chance to apply for funding to support your next-generation
B5G/6G project! If you're ready to develop new testbeds or enhance existing ones,

secure up to €300,000 or €60,000, respectively.

Don't wait — submit your feasibility form by the end of today to start your
journey towards funding!

# Funding Tracks:
TRACK A: Up to €300,000 for new B5G/6G infrastructure
TRACK B: Up to €60,000 to upgrade existing testbeds
T Key Dates:
Feasibility form deadline: TODAY, 6 November 2024
Application deadline: 21 November 2024
Apply and leamn more here: https://Inkd.in/eEr_hHg8
Take action now and don't miss out on this exciting opportunity! &7

#6GPATH #B5G #6G #Innovation #O0penCall #Funding #Research #Tech
#Testbeds

Open Calls

Figure 19: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Promotion on

LinkedIn (1)

o5

%" Missed our 6G-PATH Open Call #1 Information Webinar held on 10 October
20247 No worries, the recording is now available! 3,

If you are looking to secure funding for your next-generation B5G/6G innovation,
this is your chance! Watch the webinar and get all the insights on how you can
receive up to €300,000 for developing B5G/6G testbeds or up to €60,000 for
integrating advanced technologies into existing ones.

# Key Opportunities:

TRACK A: Up to €300,000 for new BSG/6G infrastructure.
TRACK B: Up to €60,000 for enhancing existing testbeds.
T Important Dates:

Feasibility forms deadline: & November 2024

Call closes: 21 November 2024

¥ Watch the webinar here: https://Inkd.in/e6enKCIf
Visit our website for more details:

Stay tuned for more updates on this exciting opportunity!

#6GPATH #0penCall #B5G #6G #Innovation #Funding #Techinnovation
#Webinar

’ 6GPATH Open Call 1 Webinar

@ You and 1

LinkedIn (2)

Figure 21: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Promotion on LinkedIn (3)

Figure 20: Screenshot of Open Call #1 Promotion on

The campaign focused on engaging the audience by using a mix of content formats, including images, event
announcements and links to webinars and documentation. Each post was tailored to emphasise the objectives of
the Open Call and the benefits of participation.

Table 2 summarises the performance of the campaign, including metrics such as impressions, clicks and engagement
rates. X/Twitter and LinkedIn emerged as the most effective platforms, generating the highest levels of impressions
and interactions. YouTube was also used to upload videos of webinars. The campaign significantly increased traffic
to the 6G-PATH website and the F6S application platform, resulting in a noticeable rise in application submissions.

© 6G-PATH
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Table 2: Statistics associated with the 6G-PATH - Open Call #1

Platform Avg.
. Average no. of . .
Total posts Total reactions . . engagement Visitors
impressions

rate
LinkedIn/ X 24 285 363 38.21
YouTube 2 videos 383 views
Project Website N 1110

(new) visitors

The social media campaign was instrumental in raising awareness about the Open Call, engaging a diverse audience
and driving participation. It complemented other promotional efforts, ensuring that the Open Call effectively
reached its intended audience.

3.2.4 Recruitment Campaigns

To promote the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1, partners actively participated in several high-profile events, leveraging
these opportunities to raise awareness about the Open Call, engage with potential applicants and distribute
promotional materials. Project partners also used their extensive networks to strengthen the promotion, ensuring
the Open Call reached a broad and diverse audience, including stakeholders from industry, academia and
innovation ecosystems.

&', 6G-Path

Shape the future of connectivity
and innovation with
Beyond 5G/6G networks

Apply to 6G-PATH's Open Call #1 and
funding t

g to ibute to the
develop of 6G-inf e and
related services and applications

*  €1.2 million for the development of:
- 2 new testbeds for additional use case scenarios
or technology validation
- 10 extensions 1o integrate into existing project
testbeds.

*  Funds available for academia, telecom operators,
RTOs, startups and SMES willing to contribute to
the development of 6G-infrastructure and related
services and applications.

* Business and technical support provided to

facilitate technology deployment, integration test
& validation.

Submissions open from

23 September 2024 to 21 November 2024

Consortium

Figure 22: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 Promotional Flyer
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3.2.4.1 Lisbon Energy Summit & Exhibition 2024

F6S represented the 6G-PATH project at the Lisbon Energy Summit & Exhibition® (Figure 23), held from 27-29 May
2024. F6S focused on promoting the Open Call by distributing flyers (Figure 22) and providing information about the
in-preparation Open Call. Conversations with attendees highlighted the opportunities available through the Open
Call, including the funding tracks and project objectives. The event facilitated direct engagement with key
stakeholders, ensuring that the Open Call effectively reached relevant audiences within the energy and technology
sectors.

Figure 23: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 showcased at Lisbon Energy Summit & Exhibition 2024

3.2.4.2 EuCNC & 6G Summit 2024

From 03-06 June 2024, the 6G-PATH project participated in the EUCNC & 6G Summit? (Figure 24, Figure 25) in
Antwerp, Belgium. Project representatives promoted the project and the under preparation Open Call by
showcasing posters, sharing brochures and answering questions from attendees. The team used the opportunity
to explain the funding opportunities available under the two tracks. By engaging directly with attendees, the event
helped attract potential applications and gather interest in the Open Call.

L ] Ef e

Figure 24: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 showcased at EuCNC &  Figure 25: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 showcased at EUCNC & 6G
6G Summit 2024 (1) Summit 2024 (2)

1 For further details see: https://www.eurogas.org/event/lisbon-energy-summit-exhibition/
2 For more details also see: https://www.eucnc.eu/2024/www.eucnc.eu/about/welcome/index.html
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3.2.4.3 Webit and Future Forum 2024

The 6G-PATH project was also showcased at the Webit and Future Forum? (Figure 26), held on 23-24 October 2024
in Sofia, Bulgaria. F6S, used its booth to actively promote the Open Call, distributing flyers (Figure 22) and playing a
project video to provide attendees with an overview of the funding opportunity. The event enabled the
representatives to connect with a diverse industry audience and encourage their participation in the Open Call.

‘Irg Innovation

6G Pilots and

Trials Through
Europe

B — -

Figure 26: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 showcased at Webit and Future Forum 2024

Through these recruitment campaigns, the 6G-PATH project effectively promoted the open call, reaching a broad
audience of potential applicants and ensuring that stakeholders had the information and resources needed to
participate.

3.3 Participation Statistics

As mentioned, the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 received a total of 62 applications submitted by 85 entities, either as
individual applicants or as part of consortia.

Figure 27 represents the total number of applications submitted by single entities or as a consortium.

As shown in the figure, single entities submitted 39 applications and a consortium of two partners submitted the
remaining 23 applications.

3 For further details also see: https://www.webit.org/festival-europe/index.php
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Total applications by single entities or in a consortia
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25
20
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Single Entity Consortium

Figure 27: Total number of single-entity or consortia applications to the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1

Of the 62 finalised applications (Figure 28), 27 were submitted to “Track A” and 35 to “Track B”. This distribution
reflects significant interest in both infrastructure deployment and software extension opportunities. It should be
noted that four of the 27 “Track A” applications were mistakenly selected as such by the applicants (as they planned
on addressing “Track B” testbeds, as indicated in their technical proposal). Therefore, the corrected values are 23
applications for “Track A” and 39 applications for “Track B".

Total applications per Track

20 38
T a7

A A lmck B

m [ 3tal (As submited) Comacted

Figure 28: Total number of applications to the 6G-PATH - Open Call #1

Figure 29 shows the total number of applications to “Track A” and the seven testbeds of “Track B”, both considering
the corrected values mentioned for them (Figure 28). Of the 39 “Track B” applications, Instituto de
Telecomunicagdes/Altice Labs (IT/ALB) received the most, with 10 applications, followed by the University of
Malaga (UMA) with eight applications and Karlstad University (KAU) with seven applications. Orange Romania
(ORO), University of West Scotland (UWS), Hellenic Telecommunications Organisation (OTE) and Fraunhofer FOKUS
(FOK) each had five — or fewer — applications.
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Total applications to Track A and Track B (including Testbed)
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Figure 29: Total number of applications to “Track A” and the seven “Track B” testbeds

Figure 30 shows the total number of applications by country. It should be noted that the figure represents
participations as single entities or as part of a consortium. The figure shows that three countries were most active:
Greece (15 applications), Spain (11 applications) and the United Kingdom (nine applications). Applications were

received from at least 20 countries.

Total applications by country

Taotal Applications
(=)
in

Figure 30: Total number of applications per country

Figure 31 represents the total number of applications by country to “Track A” and “Track B”. Like the previous figure,
it also depicts participations as single entities or as part of a consortium. The figure shows that for the three
aforementioned countries (Greece, Spain and the United Kingdom), “Track B” was the primary target for applicants
from Greece and the United Kingdom. At the same time, “Track A” was slightly more preferred for Spanish

applicants.
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Total applications to Track A and Track B by country
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Figure 31: Total number of applications by country to “Track A” and “Track B”

Figure 32 represents the main platforms through which applicants heard about the Open Call. It is worth noting that
applicants were allowed to select more than one option. The figure shows that the 6G-PATH website was the most
referred source, indicated by almost half of the applicants (27 references). This highlights the importance of
maintaining an up-to-date and accessible website, which can serve as a “key” driver of website visits. The 6G-PATH
website is followed by referrals from other projects (17 references), and via the F6S website (13 references).

Where applicant’s heard about the Open Call

Other RN

Search Engines I
Referrals from other projects
EC Communications
F6S website

8 |
13 |
6G-PATH social media | INNNEGE TN

6G-PATH website

o

5 10 15 20 25 30

Figure 32: Platforms through which applicants heard about the Open Call
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4 Selection of Evaluators via a Call for Expression of Interest

4.1 Definition and Promotion of the Expression of Interest

To ensure a fair and transparent evaluation process for the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1, a call for Expression of Interest
(Eol) was launched via F6S to establish a pool of external evaluators. This call aimed to attract experts with relevant
knowledge and experience in the fields of 5G/6G infrastructure, technology solutions and applications, as well as
expertise in business scaling and market growth.

The call was officially opened on 21 October 2024 and ran until 1 November 2024 (17:00 CET). Interested experts
were invited to submit their application via the F6S platform for participation.

The Eol was prominently featured on the 6G-PATH website (Figure 33) and social media platforms (X and LinkediIn),
with posts emphasising the benefits of participating as an evaluator and the importance of their role in the project
(as shown in Figure 34, Figure 35, and Figure 36).

Figure 33: 6G-PATH — Screenshot of Open Call #1 Call for External Evaluators promotion on project website

© 6G-PATH

Call for

External Evaluators

Join 6G-PATH as an External Evaluator!

6G-PATH is running its first open call to fund projects aiming to enable the development and integration of a Beyond 5G/6G network infrastructure made available
for testing and validating services/ applications as well as Integrate advances into the infrastructure services. These technologies and pilots will be integrated
into platforms serving a range of applications across the Health, Education, Smart Cities, and Farming verticals.

6G-PATH aims to establish an extemal pool of experts to support the project in the evaluation of the applications submitted to the first open call. The pool of
experts established through this expression of interest (ol) will consist of individuals with knowledge in 56/6G infrastructure and technology solutions/
applications addressed within the project. Experts will be selected through an open process to ensure and in the eval of
applications submitted to the 6G-PATH open call,

f the

The call for expressions of interest will run from 21 October 2024 to 1 November 2024 (17h00 CET).

Please note that to submit your expression of interest you must have - or create, for free - an F6S account
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<« Post

& Join 6G-PATH as an Extemal Evaluator! ’ 6gpath

Following our recent announcement for 6G-PATH's Open Call #1, we are now
seeking experts to Join Us In evaluzting projects that enhance Beyord 5G/6G 27 Join 6G-PATH as an External Evaluator!
networks across Health, Education, Smart Cities, and Farming.

The call for expressions of interest runs from 21 Cetober 2024 to 1 November 2024 We seek experts to evaluate projects enhancing Beyond 5G/6G
(17:00 CET). We invite application th expertise in 65G/66 networks across various sectors.
infrastructure, technology solutions, business scaling, and investments, 5 3
8 Expressions of interest: 21 Oct - 1 Nov 2024 (17:00 CET).{=3 Apply by
T Apply by 1 November 2024 (17:00 CET) fo play a vital role in shaping the future 1 Nov! More info:
of 6G!

8 Evaluators will be compensated €50 per application evaluated.

For further details and to apply, piease visit: hitps://Inkd.in/eSpuCpv4
g

#6G #Beyond3G #OpenCall #Techinnovation #Telecom #EvaluatorOpportunity e ot
~ra

Gl
6G-Path
Open Call #1

Open Call #1
Join 6G-PATH as an External Evaluator!

e e Expressions of interest: 21 October 2024-1 November 2024 (17.00 CET, Brussels time)

Expressions of interest: 21 October 2024-1 November 2024 (17.00 CET, Brussels time) For more info visit: https://6gpath.eu/call-for-external-evaluators/

Figure 35: 6G-PATH — Screenshot of Open Call #1 Call for
External Evaluators promotion on X

Figure 34: 6G-PATH — Screenshot of Open Call #1 Call for
External Evaluators promotion on LinkedIn

i
6G-Path|
6G-PATH Call for Evaluators Open Call #1

Shape the Future of Connectivity with 6G-PATH

6G Pilots and Trials
Through Europe

Figure 36: 6G-PATH — Screenshot of OC #1 Call for External Evaluators Application submission on F6S Platform

Similar to the Open Call, 6G-PATH partners leveraged their professional networks to circulate the Eol, ensuring it
reached relevant contacts in the targeted sectors.

To ensure impartiality, transparency and confidentiality, evaluators were required to sign a contract with a non-
conflict of interest declaration and a confidentiality clause. Their responsibilities included evaluating applications,
participating in consensus meetings and validating evaluation reports, all while adhering to strict confidentiality
protocols to protect sensitive information.

The evaluation period for Open Call #1 (see Section 6) was scheduled to run from December 2 to 13, 2024, during
which evaluators would assess assigned applications remotely.
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4.2

The Call for Eol for external experts to evaluate applications submitted to the 6G-PATH Open Call #1 ran from 21
October 2024 to 1 November 2024. A total of 61 Eols were received during this period. The internal evaluation of
experts for the 6G-PATH Open Call #1 was conducted in accordance with a set of guidelines to ensure the selection
of a highly qualified and diverse pool of evaluators. The process aimed to identify individuals with expertise in
5G/6G infrastructure, technology solutions and applications, as well as in the 6G-PATH verticals of Health,
Education, Smart Cities and Farming.

Internal Evaluation of Experts

F6S conducted a preliminary review of the applications in early November to filter out incomplete submissions or
candidates who did not demonstrate a relevant background or sufficient experience in evaluating applications (e.g.,
for the European Commission or FSTP programmes). This initial filtering process resulted in a shortlist of 42 eligible
experts, who were then evaluated by the partners.

The evaluation process was carried out using the F6S platform, where Eol applications were automatically assigned
to internal 6G-PATH evaluators. At least three 6G-PATH representatives evaluated each expert to minimise bias.
Experts were assessed against three criteria — Expertise, Quality and CV — with each being scored on a scale of 1-5
(Table 3).

Key considerations for scoring included:

e The relevance and depth of expertise stated in the application and CV.
The quality of descriptions provided, including quantified experience (e.g., years of work in relevant fields).

Alignment of the applicant’s background with the needs of the 6G-PATH project.

Applicants demonstrating significant experience with EC evaluations or open call evaluations received additional
points under the "Expertise" criterion.

Table 3: 6G-PATH Scoring Criteria - Internal Evaluation of Experts

Quality cv
CV is very poor in terms of
structure and content. Stated

Score \ Expertise

Stated expertise and descriptions are very

D . .
poor and not in line with 6G-PATH. No escriptions are very poor;

1 T . details on listed expertise are . .
indication of stated expertise in terms of entirely missin P education and experience are not
time/years. v & relevant for 6G-PATH.
Stated expertise matches poorly with 6G- - . CV is poor in terms of structure and
. . Descriptions are poor; details on .
PATH with a weak alighment between . P . content. Stated education and
2 listed expertise are mostly

expertise and descriptions. No indication of experience are not relevant for 6G-

L . missing.
stated expertise in terms of time/years. & PATH.
CVis good in terms of structure and
Stated expertise matches well (is good) content.

Descriptions are good; details are

with description; is in line with 6G-PATH but
missing some justifications. Described
expertise amounts to less than 3 years.

provided on stated expertise, but
some information are missing.

Stated education and experience
matches well 6G-PATH needs, but
some information is lacking and/or
hard to find.

Stated expertise matches very well (is very
good) and mostly matches with 6G-PATH;
justifications are strong, with only a few
details missing. Expertise is 3 years or
more.

Descriptions are very good;
details are provided on stated
expertise, with only a few details
missing.

CV is very strong in terms of
structure and content.

Stated education and experience
matches very well with 6G-PATH

needs, with only a few details
missing.

Stated expertise is excellent, in line with
6G-PATH needs. Applicant has more than 3
years of experience in several listed areas of
expertise.

Descriptions are excellent;
detailed descriptions are
provided for all stated areas of
expertise.

CV is excellent, professionally done
and clear information that aligns
with 6G-PATH needs.

© 6G-PATH
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4.3 Selected Experts

Based on these assessments, an initial final list of 10 experts was defined based on the final ranking achieved
through the internal evaluation. Where possible, efforts were made to ensure a balanced representation in terms
of geographic location, expertise and gender. This approach ensured that the pool of evaluators not only met the
technical requirements of the project but also reflected an effort towards the diversity and inclusivity goals of the
6G-PATH project.

Due to personal and/or administrative issues, three of the initially selected experts did not proceed with the
contracting and were replaced by additional three experts.

The final list of experts scored between 3.78 and 4.67 (scale of 1 to 5) during the evaluation process. The final pool
included 6 male and 4 female evaluators, reflecting an effort to respect the project’s commitment to gender
balance. Evaluators came from Croatia, Greece, Hungary, Portugal, Serbia, Spain and Tunisia.

As mentioned above, the selected experts were responsible for:

e Conducting independent evaluations of assigned applications.
e Participating in consensus meetings to discuss and finalise scores.
e Validating evaluation reports to ensure accuracy and alignment with 6G-PATH objectives.

All evaluators signed contracts with F6S before beginning their services, ensuring the integrity and impartiality of
the evaluation process.

By establishing a team of highly qualified and diverse evaluators (Table 4), the 6G-PATH project ensured a robust
and transparent assessment of the applications submitted to Open Call #1. Names have been redacted from the list
to ensure the protection of the participating evaluator.

Table 4: 6G-PATH Overview of the profile of the experts selected to support the evaluation of applications
Nationality Gender Areas of expertise
Investments, market/business growth, telecommunications advancements (5G/6G), innovation
and technology solutions. Experience in EU project evaluation, cascade funding, and capacity

building, with a strong academic and research background in industrial and technology
management.

Serbia Female

Emerging trends in telecommunications, Al-integrated network management, robotics, and loT.
Greece Female | Experience in evaluating EU funding applications, particularly in advanced technologies like Al,
robotics, telecommunications and digital transformation.

Al, big data and IoT applications. Strategic advisor and mentor for SMEs and startups. Angel
investor with a focus on agri-tech, food-tech, health-tech, social innovation, SaaS and
Al/machine learning. Registered evaluator for the European Commission, with a strong
background in evaluating projects in technology-driven industries.

Serbia Female

5G/6G technologies, with a focus on resource management, network slicing, QoS assurance,
and loT security. Specialises in integrating machine learning (ML) for network optimisation and
Tunisia Female | security, supporting business scalability and market growth. Experienced in UAV and UTM
technology, and sustainable network solutions. Al/ML for network management, security
protocols and autonomous systems.

5G applications for private networks, manufacturing, smart cities and healthcare. Experienced
in technology-driven business development, innovation management and product market
Portugal Male launch. Expertise in grant writing, EU project management and evaluating Horizon, Eureka
Networks and FSTP projects. Extensive background in smart cities, health tech and technology-
enhanced learning.

Nano communication, high-frequency wireless (mmWave, THz), LPWAN and context-aware
Croatia Male wireless communication, with applications in loT, 5G, beyond-5G, advanced materials,
healthcare and Industry 4.0. Focused on 6G-related research, including high-frequency wireless
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Nationality Gender Areas of expertise

communication, nanoscale wireless and Al-supported network optimisations. Extensive
involvement in various EU-funded initiatives.

Evaluating loT and connectivity solutions, particularly in healthcare, smart cities and agriculture.
Expertise includes distributed loT frameworks, edge computing, ultra-low latency applications,
cybersecurity and augmented reality solutions. Deep knowledge of digital health, smart
infrastructure and agri-tech loT platforms. Strong background in investment readiness, market
growth strategies and technical due diligence, with extensive experience in EU funding
assessments.

Hungary Male

Al, cybersecurity, 5G, 6G and loT standardisation, with extensive experience in international
technical committees and EU-funded projects. Expertise in market and business growth for
Greece Male SMEs, innovation management and supporting EU-funded actions. Strong background in
coordinating research and innovation projects, particularly in 5G/6G networks, cybersecurity
and digital transformation of industries. Experienced in evaluating Horizon 2020 projects.

Promoting B2B use cases for 5G applications, leveraging loT, XR, Al, and emerging technologies.
Currently a business Adviser for enterprise-level organisations and startups in the emerging tech
sector. Experienced EU funding project evaluator for Extended Reality and Metaverse
programmes.

Portugal Male

Evaluating 3G communications exchanges, with expertise in the structure of cellular networks
and their technologies and applications. Over 10 years of experience providing consultancy
Spain Male services to technology startups, particularly in acquiring public funds that align with R&D and
growth strategies. Evaluator of EU-funded applications, specialising in EIC Accelerator, Eureka,
and Erasmus+ programmes, with a focus on Al, 1oT and robotics technologies.
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5 Feasibility Assessment Process

5.1 Purpose and Process

A feasibility assessment process was discussed within the consortium and included in the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1
as a mandatory step in the application process. The objective of the feasibility assessment was to ensure that all
applications aligned with the requirements of the Open Call and the capacities of the targeted testbeds. This process
was an important step to verify this alignment and provide all applicants with feedback and the opportunity to
adjust their application accordingly, as part of the full submission.

In general, the primary purpose of the feasibility assessment was to:

1. Assess if the proposed project met the technical specifications outlined in Annex 1.2 — Technical
Specifications.
2. Provide applicants with early feedback on their project’s alignment with the Open Call requirements,
allowing for adjustments before full application submission.
3. Streamline the evaluation process by ensuring that expectedly technically feasible applications would be
later subject to the full evaluation.

All applicants were required to complete and submit a feasibility assessment application via the F6S platform (Figure
37). This application included some brief administrative details and a reduced technical proposal, with information
about the project and the track being applied for (“Track A” or “Track B”). In the case of consortia, the Lead Partner
was responsible for submitting the application.

© 6G-PATH

A}
6G-Path

6G-PATH - Open Call #1 - Feasibility

Shape the Future of Connectivity with 6G-PATH

E‘ 8 Jodo & Luis + 2 Connect with 6G-PATH DISCUSS ~ FIND OUT MORE

Overview €300k grant €60k grant Virtual €0 12 companies
per company per company location cost funded per year

@ London, UK
Funding and support for developing and testing new B5G/6G network technologies and applications
Looking for companies:
e er * in Telecommunications
Staff

« located in Europe

N\ JooFernandes « incorporated
« idea or prototype stage
e « have raised funding or not

« currently raising or not raising funds

Luis Cordeiro
L 6G-PATH Technical Manager * have revenue or not
B Mirana Khanom

@ Somue i 6G Pilots and Trials

£U Projects Manager @F6S

Through Europe

Figure 37: 6G-PATH — Screenshot of Open Call #1 Feasibility Submission on F6S Platform
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The feasibility assessment process involved the following steps:

e Applicants submitted their feasibility assessment application via F6S, providing the required administrative
information and the technical proposal (i.e., a reduced version of the full proposal that would be required
for a full submission, approximately five pages of content).

e Submitted applications were evaluated internally by 6G-PATH partners: based on the Track (“A” or “B”) and
targeted testbed, applications were distributed to the appropriate partner (i.e. in the case of “Track B”,
they were sent to the relevant testbed owner).

e Areview was completed and applicants were notified that their application was either:

o Feasible: The review considered that the application was aligned with the 6G-PATH framework and
technical capacities of the testbed (if applicable). In this case, the applicant could proceed to submit
a full application.

o Not Feasible: The review considered that there was missing/insufficient alignment with 6G-PATH
and the testbed. Feedback was provided to the applicant through the F6S platform, outlining
possible adjustments to better align the project with the requirements of the Open Call. Note that
being marked ‘not feasible’ did not exclude any applicant from submitting the full application.

5.2 Internal Assessment and Feedback

The internal assessment and feedback process complemented the feasibility assessment by providing applicants
with specific information and actionable items to improve alignment with the 6G-PATH framework before final
submission.

As mentioned, once feasibility assessment applications were submitted, they were assigned to internal evaluators
from the 6G-PATH consortium. Evaluators reviewed each application against the project’s technical requirements,
operational feasibility (particularly the testbed, if applicable), and alighment with the objectives of the Open Call.

For applications deemed Not Feasible, evaluators provided feedback, highlighting areas requiring improvement.
This feedback often included suggestions to adjust technical specifications, refine resource planning, or better align
the project with the targeted verticals (Health, Education, Smart Cities and Farming). Applicants were encouraged
to incorporate this feedback into their full applications, ensuring that their project met the Open Call’s
requirements. Proposals that did not meet basic eligibility requirements (e.g. submission of the required form and
template) were rejected outright. These applicants were informed of the decision, along with the reasons for
rejection, to ensure transparency in the process.

To maintain fairness and transparency, applicants received feedback within 8 working days of submitting the
feasibility form, ensuring they had sufficient time to “address” any issues. The deadline for feasibility assessment
submissions was 6 November 2024, after which no further forms were accepted.

As mentioned, only those applications that submitted the feasibility assessment application, regardless of the
outcome, would be considered in the full application process. By requiring this preliminary step, the feasibility
assessment process contributed to more technically viable and well-aligned applications, enhancing the overall
quality of the full applications.

5.3 Results of the Feasibility Assessment

By the 6 November 2024 deadline, a total of 93 applications had been launched on the dedicated F6S page. Of
these, 75 feasibility assessment applications were formally submitted.
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After internal review, 52 of the 75 applications were marked as Feasible; the remaining 23 were marked Non
Feasible (but still invited to the full application).

Table 5 summarises the distribution of feasible and not feasible applications across “Track A” and “Track B”,
including their respective testbeds.

Table 5: Overview of the results of the Feasibility Assessment

“Track B”

“Track A”
FOK IT/ALB KAU ORO OTE UMA UWS
1 5 10 10 7 5 4
Not Feasible 5 1 2 4 8 3 4 2
TOTAL 30 2 7 6 2 4 1 2
Page |39
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6 Evaluation, Selection and Contracting Process

The evaluation, selection and contracting process for the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 followed established best
practices for FSTP by F6S. The process consisted of four structured and successive steps, as outlined in the Open
Call’'s Annex 1 (“Guidelines for Applicants”):

e Step 1: Eligibility Check

e Step 2: External Remote Evaluation

e Step 3: Interviews

e Step 4: Final Ranking and Selection

e Step 5: Contract Preparation and Signature

Steps 1 to 3 were carried out between November 2024 — January 2025, while Step 4 was completed by February
2025. Figure 38 depicts the various steps, ranging from submission to project implementation phases.

Track B -
Infrastructure
software
extensions

Track A -
Infrastructure
deployment

SUB-GRANT
AGREEMENT
SIGNATURE

Phase 1

Specification
DR S Feasibility check and design
Rejection Pre-
'y m letter selected
Phase 3
Support and

evaluation
REMOTE B NTERVIEWS (RS
EVALUATION

Figure 38: 6G-PATH —Open Call #1 submission and evaluation process

Phase 2

Implementation
and testing

6.1 Step 1: Eligibility Check

The first step in the evaluation process for the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 involved verifying the eligibility of submitted
applications. This step ensured that only applications meeting the administrative, technical and legal requirements
advanced to the next stage of evaluation.

The eligibility checks verified compliance with the following criteria:

a) Applications were checked to ensure that the submitting applicants had a valid VAT and PIC number (if
applicable) and were based in the European Union or Horizon Europe associated countries. Unincorporated
startups were not eligible.

b) Applications submitted by consortia were required to have a maximum of two entities, with at least one
SME responsible for integrating advances into infrastructure services aligned with B5G and 6G standards.
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c) Applications were required to adhere to the funding limits: €300,000 for “Track A” and €60,000 for “Track
B”. Budgets had to represent 100% of the project costs, with justifications provided for all planned
expenses.

d) Applicants were required to complete and submit the feasibility assessment application before submitting
their full application. Proposals submitted without completing this step were deemed ineligible.

e) Applications were screened to ensure there were no conflicts of interest, such as formal links between the
applicant and 6G-PATH consortium members or affiliated entities. There were no discovered conflicts that
resulted in immediate disqualification.

Applications that failed to meet one or more of these criteria were deemed ineligible and excluded from further
evaluation. Rejected applicants were notified via email, with a justification for their disqualification.

A total of 81 applications were started on F6S. Of these, 62 were fully submitted by the deadline, six of which were
marked as non-eligible. The sole reason to disqualify these applications was due to the fact that the applicant had
submitted a full application without having first sent the required feasibility assessment application.

6.2 Step 2: External Remote Evaluation

The second step in the evaluation process involved the external evaluation of the 56 applications that passed the
eligibility check. This phase was conducted by a panel of independent experts chosen based on their expertise and
prior experience in evaluating applications, ensuring a fair and objective process (see Section 4).

Each application was assigned to two evaluators based on their expertise in the domains addressed by the
application. Whenever possible, evaluators were assigned to applications from countries other than their own to
avoid potential conflicts of interest. The evaluators assessed the applications using four predefined criteria, as
outlined in the Guidelines for Applicants (Table 6).

Table 6: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 evaluation criteria

Criteria Description

o Alignment of the proposal with the 6G-PATH project and the area being addressed.
1. Technology e Description of the proposed solution and how it is novel or not yet widely deployed.
Concept e Project objectives (general and specific).

e Starting and expected Technology Readiness Level (TRL) and respective rationale.

e Description of ambition and a clear set of expectations aligned with the objectives of the Open Call.

e Contribution to the broader goals of the 6G-PATH project in fostering industry transformation,
resilience and sustainability.
2. Impact &

Innovation Potential |° Quantitative and qualitative overview, with examples, of the long-term impact in the form of

market potential and scalability.
e Anticipated societal or economic benefits that the project aims to bring about.

e Measures to exploit results and promote the project.

e Description of the project work plan, including alignment of outcomes with proposed objectives.

e Proposed Key Performance Indicators (KPIs), emphasising that these will be refined and expanded
3. Implementation in Phase |, including technical and business metrics linked to project milestones that will trigger
staged payments.

e Description of barriers/risks that may affect the work plan.
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Criteria Description

e Description of partners’ participation in the different work plan activities.

e Detailed description and completed table on rationale for project costs, including information on
the team and other resources. Proposals must explicitly define how milestones, linked to KPIs, will
trigger staged payments. Budget transparency demonstrating good value for money.

e Quality and appropriateness of the expected costs of the project.

e Description of the consortium's motivation to apply to this Open Call.

e Description of the track record and consortium members’ areas of expertise, emphasising technical
capabilities crucial for the successful development of the proposed solution.

e Description of the complementarity of the project partners.
4. Team Skills &
Experience e Demonstration of the team's commitment to gender balance within its composition.

e Description of the team’s capacity, skills, and expertise to not only effectively execute the proposed
plan but also the potential for scalability of the application concept. This includes extending beyond
the use case implementation, both internally and externally, across various sectors and domains.

e Quality and appropriateness of the allocated total person-months to the project.

Each criterion was scored on a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent), c.f. Table 7, with evaluators using an Individual
Evaluation Report (IER) to document their assessments. Applications receiving a score below 3 in any criterion were
disqualified.

Table 7: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 scoring rationale

Score Rationale

1/ Poor The application addresses the criterion inadequately, or there are significant weaknesses.
2 / Fair The application broadly addresses the criterion, but it still has several weaknesses.
3 / Good The application addresses the criterion well; however, improvements are still necessary.

4 / Very Good | The application addresses the criterion very well, but some improvements are still possible.

The application successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion. Any shortcomings

5 / Excellent )
are minor.

After completing their individual evaluations, F6S compiled all scores and evaluations and defined those
applications for which a consensus meeting was required. A consensus meeting was organised for any application
in which there were significant discrepancies in scores (i.e. 2 points) for one or more criteria. During these meetings,
evaluators discussed their assessments, resolved discrepancies and reached an agreement on the final scores for
each application. The outcomes of these discussions were documented in a revised IER, which was then provided
in the applicant’s Evaluation Summary Report (ESR). The final score for each application was calculated as the
average of the scores provided by the evaluators.

6.3 Step 3: Interviews

Following the external remote evaluation, it was agreed internally that an interview phase for “Track A” applications
would be conducted, particularly considering the substantial funding involved (up to €300,000 per project) and the
expectations of the 6G-PATH project. The interviews would help further assess shortlisted applications and ensure
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the selected projects were aligned with the objectives of the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1. This allowed for a more
thorough evaluation process, providing applicants with the opportunity to present and clarify key aspects of their
applications.

A total of eight applications were selected and invited to interviews, which took place on 31 January 2025. The
interviews aimed to validate the external evaluators’ assessments and address any doubts regarding the submitted
applications. This step was particularly crucial for ensuring that projects selected for funding demonstrated:

e Aclear and defined project concept aligned with 6G-PATH objectives.

e A capable and experienced team with the necessary skills to implement the proposed work plan.
e Sufficient capacity to execute the project within the defined timeline and resource constraints.

e Astrong commitment to exploit project results, ensuring impact beyond the funded period.

The interviews were conducted by an evaluation panel consisting of representatives from the 6G-PATH consortium,
including OTE (Project Coordinator) and ONE (Technical Coordinator), and F6S as the moderator. Each applicant
had the opportunity to present their project in more detail and “address” specific questions related to the
aforementioned items.

The interview panel assigned scores and provided comments based on the applicants’ responses. The scores from
the interview phase overrode those from the external evaluation, meaning final selection decisions were based on
the outcome of the interviews.

6.4 Step 4: Final Ranking and Selection

Following the external remote evaluation and interview phase, the final ranking and selection of applications for
funding under the 6G-PATH Open Call #1 were determined.

The final ranking was established by consolidating:

1. Scores from the External Remote Evaluation: Initial assessments provided by independent expert
evaluators.

2. Scores from the Interview Phase: For “Track A” applications only, interview panel scores overrode the
external evaluation scores.

3. Strategic Alignment Review: The Open Call Management Board (OCMB) conducted a final review to ensure
selected projects were aligned with the 6G-PATH objectives, funding availability and overall balance across
the two tracks and testbeds.

Based on the final ranking, a list of selected projects was compiled. This list was reviewed and approved by the 6G-
PATH Consortium, ensuring transparency and fairness in the selection process. Any conflicts of interest were
carefully discussed but were not identified.

Once approved, applicants were formally notified of the results. Successful applicants received an invitation to
proceed to the contracting phase, while unsuccessful applicants were provided with an ESR summarising the
evaluation panel’s assessment.

6.5 Step 5: Contract Preparation and Signature

The final step in the process was the contract preparation and signature phase, formalising the agreements
between the selected applicants and the 6G-PATH Consortium. This step ensured that all administrative, financial
and legal requirements were addressed and validated before the funded projects signed their contract and started
implementing their projects.
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Upon notification, selected applicants were requested to submit the required administrative information (i.e.,
Declaration of Honour, Consortium Declaration of Honour — if applicable, and SME Declaration — if applicable), as
well as proof of legal existence, including official registration documents, VAT verification and, where applicable,
proof of SME status. Additionally, applicants were asked to confirm their designated bank account details for fund
transfers by submitting a completed financial form.

After the validation of the documentation, each selected applicant was then invited to sign the Sub-Grant
Agreement, formalising the legal relationship between the Lead beneficiary (in representation of the consortium,
when applicable) and the 6G-PATH Consortium, represented by OTE (Project Coordinator) and IT (Treasurer).

During the contracting phase, one of the initially selected applicants decided to withdraw from the process. To
ensure that all available funding was allocated to high-quality projects, the next highest scoring applicant from the
final ranking list was invited to participate. This applicant underwent the same administrative and financial checks
and successfully entered the contracting phase. This approach maintained the integrity of the selection process
while ensuring that the allocated funding continued to support innovative and impactful projects.

Upon signature, the 12 projects were officially approved to start their project activities on 1 March 2025 under the
6G-PATH — Open Call #1.
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7 Implementation of Awarded Sub-Granted Projects

Following the completion of the contracting phase and the signing of sub-grant agreements, the awarded sub-
granted projects officially started implementing their projects on 1 March 2025. A kick-off meeting was held on 13
March 2025 to allow for introductions among sub-grantees and 6G-PATH consortium partners (see Section 9).

7.1 Overview of Sub-Granted Projects

Under “Track A” (Table 8), the two selected projects were focused on deploying new pilot sites capable of supporting
B5G/6G network infrastructure. These deployments aimed to extend the geographical and functional reach of the
existing 6G-PATH ecosystem, creating new environments for testing and validating advanced services and
applications in the 6G-PATH verticals: Health, Education, Smart Cities and Farming.

Table 8: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 - Awarded project descriptions from “Track A”

Project Information Description

Acronym & Title The 6G-PathToVLC project aims to strengthen Europe’s pre-6G ecosystem by
enhancing the Universitat Politecnica de Valéncia (UPV)’s Beyond 5G (B5G)
testbed originally developed under Spain’s UNICO I+D initiative. The project plans
to integrate 5G Rel-17 and RedCap capabilities, enabling future oriented 6G use
case trials within the 6G-PATH framework.

6G-PathToVLC | Paving the Way
to Valencia's Future 6G
Connectivity

Focusing on the Smart Cities and Education verticals, UPV intends to leverage its
Partners large campus as a real-world urban testbed and utilise an immersive learning lab
for trials involving XR, Al and haptics. In collaboration with Fivecomm, a Spanish
SME providing 5G/loT devices, the project seeks to generate scientific insights
and contribute to UPV’s educational innovation initiatives, while reinforcing
Valencia’s role as a hub for 6G development.

Universitat Politécnica de
Valéncia [Spain]; Fivecomm
[Spain]

Funding awarded

€ 300,000

Acronym & Title 6G-INCOGNICO aims to federate the ISI/ATH testbed with the broader 6G-PATH
6G-INCOGNICO | 6G Testbeds In ecosystem, expanding e?(perlmentatlon opportunities f'or. vertical application
o . deployment. Through this project, the ISI/ATH testbed is intended to act as a
a Cognitive Continuum . . .
gateway to both the 6G-PATH environment and the SUNRISE-6G” federation,

Federation
enabling experimenters to deploy applications, benchmark performance, and
measure KPl improvements linked to the Cognitive Compute Continuum enabler.
oo The project plans to integrate the ISI/ATH infrastructure with the 6G-PATH

Experiment Lifecycle Management® (ELCM) tool and Monitoring & Analytics

Athena Research and Innovation|components, contributing telemetry data to support open dataset creation.
Center [Greece]; Iquadrat

Informatica S.L. [Spain] 6G-INCOGNICO also intends to introduce an automated experimentation

workflow, allowing vertical owners and open call participants to onboard

4 SUNRISE-6G (SUstainable federation of Research Infrastructures for Scaling-up Experimentation in 6G) SNS-JU project, Grant Agreement
No0.101139257, https://sunrise6g.eu/

5 The ELCM is the component that allows the execution and orchestration of experiments in the different 6G-PATH testbeds. It will enable
the execution of concurrent experiments (allowing the isolation of the testbeds’ resources). Experiments are defined as a set of test
cases, which, in turn, are described as the set of actions that must be performed to generate the desired results. Also see section 3.1.1
of the 6G-PATH Deliverable 3.1 (“6G-PATH experimentation environment - Initial”).
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Project Information Description

applications through CAMARA APIs®, conduct seamless KPI collection, and

A e compare performance across multiple federated testbeds.

€ 300,000

Under “Track B” (Table 9), ten projects were selected to extend the capabilities of the existing 6G-PATH testbeds
through the development and integration of advanced software solutions. These projects aimed to enhance the
functionality, interoperability, and scalability of the testbeds, supporting the deployment and validation of next-
generation applications across key verticals, including Health, Education, Smart Cities, and Farming.

Table 9: 6G-PATH - Open Call #1 - Awarded project descriptions from “Track B”

Project Information Description

Acronym & Title The 6GAnywhere project aims to develop a self-powered communication
station capable of delivering 6G network services in remote and
underserved areas using Low-Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite connectivity and
renewable energy sources. The station is expected to follow the Open RAN
architecture, providing wireless cellular networks to smart devices such as
drones and automated guided vehicles (AGVs).

6GAnywhere | A Self-powered 6G
Communication Station with Satellite
Connectivity for Anywhere
Deployment

The project plans to integrate the 6GAnywhere station into 6G-PATH
Partners testbeds via LEO satellite backhaul, supporting seamless data exchange
between devices and remote applications. A demonstration site at La

University of Navarra [Spain] ; O -
Mayora was selected for testing and validating the solution’s performance.

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: UMA

Acronym & Title The OAIBOX project aims to extend the Aveiro Tech City Living Lab with
Open RAN software modules (O-CU, O-DU, RIC, and dashboard), delivering
enhanced 5G Advanced features and improved network performance for
the 6G-PATH infrastructure.

OAIBOX | Extension of the Aveiro
Tech City platform with the OAIBOX
open source 5G/6G test network
To demonstrate the value of the OAIBOX extension, the project plans to
implement and test end-to-end network slicing for RAN sharing across
Partners both eMBB and URLLC applications, within a smart city use case scenario.
Allbesmart Lda [Portugal] This integration is expected to showcase the flexibility and capabilities of
open-source RAN solutions within advanced urban testbeds.

Funding awarded: € 60,000

6 CAMARA is an open source project within Linux Foundation to define, develop and test the APIs. Telco network capabilities exposed
through APIs provide a large benefit for customers. By simplifying telco network complexity with APls and making the APIs available
across telco networks and countries, CAMARA enables easy and seamless access. Also see: https://camaraproject.org/
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Targeted testbed: |T/ALB

Acronym & Title
CITYSENS | City Sensing

Partners

Applications [Greece]; BubbleRAN
[France]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: OTE

Institute of Accelerating Systems and

The CITYSENS project aims to introduce a Zero Touch Network (ZTN)
framework by automating the provisioning, deployment, management and
orchestration of network slices and services in B5G environments. Building
on AI/ML algorithms, the project intends to support full lifecycle
management (LCM) of virtualised 5G components while minimising manual
configuration.

CITYSENS expects to enable dynamic service deployment across multiple
slices and complex topologies, monitored in real-time and optimised
through intelligent decision-making tools. These innovations are designed to
significantly enhance network efficiency, reduce operational complexity and
support scalable, autonomous infrastructure management.

Acronym & Title

MMT | Multiplayer VR Medical
training with Magos haptic gloves

Partners

Quanta & Qualia [Greece]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: KAU

The MMT project aims to transform immersive professional training by
integrating Magos haptic gloves with a VR multiplayer application, running
on 6G-PATH’s 5G/6G connectivity infrastructure. The project focuses on
healthcare training scenarios, aiming to enhance realism and engagement
through advanced haptics, voice interaction and precise motion tracking. An
evaluation module is planned to assess user performance using data
collected from the gloves, supporting iterative improvements. The solution
is intended to be scalable and adaptable across sectors such as healthcare,
aviation, robotics, Industry 4.0 and gaming.

MMT aligns with 6G-PATH’s goal of advancing XR technologies in education,
aiming to improve training outcomes and contributing to socio-economic
impact through job creation and workforce development.

Acronym & Title

inTENT interpretatIlON for 6G
operAtors and verticals

Partners

Nextworks [Italy]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: ORO

INTENTIONAL | Intelligent ai-driveN

The INTENTIONAL project aims to simplify and accelerate the setup of
B5G/6G experiments by introducing an intent-driven framework that
allows vertical application developers to request network capabilities in a
more intuitive and automated manner. Users are expected to declare high-
level service intents such as performance goals or deployment scenarios
which INTENTIONAL will interpret and fulfil using advanced technologies.

The project plans to integrate features such as large language models
(LLMs), context recognition, experimenter profiling and closed-loop
automation for service and network orchestration. This aims to enable more
accurate intent interpretation, seamless fulfiiment and continuous
assurance across the 6G-PATH testbeds.

Acronym & Title

Network Upgrade: Trusted AF
(Network as a platform or NaaP) |

The Network Upgrade: Trusted AF project aims to introduce a Trusted
Application Function (T-AF) designed to expose Network as-a-Platform
(NaaP) capabilities to application developers. By integrating with the 5G
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Trusted Application Function to
enable Network APIs &
Programmable Network

Partners

Slicefinity Limited [United Kingdom]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: FOKUS

Core through NEF, SBl interfaces, and optionally NWDAF, the project intends
to make advanced 3GPP Release 18’ Network APIs such as those for event
monitoring, traffic influence, and quality of service accessible for
experimentation and use case development. The project aims to deliver an
Open APl Framework combining Network APIs, CAMARA Service APls, and
emerging 6G APIs, enabling developers to access real-time network
information and influence user experience across services and devices.

Acronym & Title

6G-RESCUE | 6G Driven Smart
Robots in Disaster Management
Scenarios

Partners

Newcastle University [United
Kingdom]; New Apex Ltd. [United
Kingdom]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: UWS

The 6G-RESCUE project aims to extend the 6G-PATH infrastructure with an
edge Al module to support efficient machine learning operations (MLOps)
in low-resource, real-time environments. The project focuses on enabling
rapid model training, adaptation, and deployment for latency-sensitive and
mission-critical (MC) applications. A key use case is the use of autonomous
service robots in hospitality settings, which could be reconfigured in real
time for emergency response scenarios. This included updating object
detection models to locate missing persons and prioritising video streams
for crisis management teams.

6G-RESCUE aims to demonstrate how 6G-enabled edge computing can
enhance both everyday operations and disaster response capabilities.

Acronym & Title

AgriNEXT | Agricultural Networked
Environment for eXtended
Technology

Partners

Xilbi Sistemas de Informacion SL
[Spain]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: UMA

The AgriNEXT project aims to enhance the UMA testbed with an Al-powered
precision agriculture platform, delivering Al as-a-Service (AlaaS) through
edge computing and 5G/pre-6G connectivity. The platform integrates loT
sensors, robotics and 5G-enabled drones to collect real-time environmental
data, processed locally to support smarter, more sustainable farming
practices. Through interactive digital twin models accessible via web and AR
interfaces, AgriNEXT offers actionable insights for crop monitoring, irrigation
and pest control. Satellite imagery, including data from Copernicus, will
further improve Al predictions and decision-making.

The project aims to reduce resource waste and pesticide use while boosting
agricultural productivity. By combining network slicing, edge Al, and
scalable software, AgriNEXT supports rural innovation and aims to
demonstrate how 6G technologies can advance sustainable, connected
farming.

7 For further details see: https://www.3gpp.org/specifications-technologies/releases/release-18
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Acronym & Title

PITANCE | Pollination Intelligent
Tracking and Control Environment
for Pitahaya

Partners

Cubic Fort Consultores SL [Spain];
Juno Smart Digital Solutions SL
[Spain]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: UMA

The PITANCE project aims to improve pollination efficiency in dragon fruit
plantations by applying Al and computer vision to detect the optimal bloom
stage for intervention. Targeting yield improvement and reduced manual
labour in remote agricultural settings, the project focuses on enabling real-
time, data-driven decisions to support smarter farming practices. Using
high-resolution cameras and edge computing, PITANCE processes images
locally to identify when flowers are ready for pollination with minimal
latency.

In areas with limited wireless connectivity, the system leverages
autonomous aerial vehicles (AAVs) for data retrieval and monitoring. By
combining intelligent sensing, automation, and next-generation
connectivity, PITANCE aims to demonstrate how Al can be deployed
effectively in the field, contributing to more sustainable and precision-
driven agriculture within the 6G-PATH ecosystem.

Acronym & Title

TERANTIEC | Towards Evolved 5G
Radio Access Network Testing
Infrastructure with Edge-computing
Capabilities

Partners

Universidad Politécnica de Cataluia
[Spain]

Funding awarded: € 60,000

Targeted testbed: OTE

The TERANTIEC project aims to enhance the OTE testbed within 6G-PATH by
introducing support for Multi-Access Edge Computing (MEC) application
slices, a new concept developed by the ETSI MEC standardisation group?®
that brings network slicing to the edge computing domain. To enable this,
the project proposes establishing a remote laboratory at UPC, accessible via
the OTE platform, equipped with 5G connectivity and edge computing
infrastructure. This setup allows the deployment of services across
differentiated MEC application slices, each tailored to specific quality of
service (QoS) requirements. By creating a platform for experimenting with
MEC slicing, TERANTIEC aims to explore its technical needs and benefits,
paving the way for more flexible and performance aware edge service
delivery in future 6G environments.

7.2 Implementation Phases

The implementation phase has been designed to last 20 months for both “Track A” and “Track B”, during which the
funded projects will develop, test and validate their proposed solutions. The projects are structured into three key
phases, each linked to specific milestones and deliverables:

e Phase 1 - Solution Specification & Design: Projects establish their foundations, refine methodologies and
KPIs/KVIs, and ensure alignment with the 6G-PATH testbed:s.

o Duration: 2 months (“Track A” & “Track B”)

o Budget: 20% of the budget

8  For further information see: https://www.etsi.org/committee/1425-mec
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e Phase 2 - Implementation and Testing: Core activities are executed, technologies are integrated and
validation is conducted within the designated test environments.

o Duration: 6 months (“Track A”), 4 months (“Track B”)
o Budget: 30% of the budget

e Phase 3 — Support & Evaluation: Developments are finalised, outcomes are demonstrated, support is
provided to Open Call #2 (“Track C”) sub-grantees, documentation is developed and made available, and
future exploitation strategies are defined.

o Duration: 12 months (“Track A”), 14 months (“Track B”)
o Budget: 50% of the budget

7.2.1 Reporting

To maintain accountability and track progress effectively, sub-granted projects are required to submit three reports
detailing the results of their project implementation. The reports are aligned with the three phases of the sub-
granted projects. The payments associated with each phase are made against the approval of the reports by 6G-
PATH partners, who are involved in their review, as detailed in Figure 39.

) N 12 sub-granted projects
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Figure 39: 6G-PATH —Open Call #1 Monitoring workflow

7.2.2 Sub-grantee Handbook and Implementation Guidance

To support a structured and consistent implementation process, the 6G-PATH consortium developed and circulated
a Handbook for Sub-Granted Projects — Open Call #1. This document was designed to provide clear guidance to
sub-grantees on the implementation of their projects, including reporting procedures, timeline expectations,
technical and administrative requirements and promotional obligations. It also outlines the support mechanisms
available to beneficiaries, including technical mentoring, regular monitoring meetings and training opportunities.

The first version of the handbook was shared with all sub-granted projects following the Kick-off Meeting held on
13 March 2025. The handbook is treated as a living document and updated as necessary throughout the
implementation period, with beneficiaries notified of any changes.
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8 Assistance Programme and Training

The preparation and delivery of the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 led to the selection of 12 projects to take part in the
6G-PATH Assistance Programme, which carries support and monitoring activities, as well as training. Details of the
programme are presented in the sections below.

8.1 Assistance Programme and Monitoring

To ensure the successful implementation of the funded projects, the 6G-PATH consortium provides continuous
monitoring and support throughout the project duration. Each sub-granted project has been assigned a dedicated
monitoring partner responsible for overseeing progress and addressing any challenges that may arise. For “Track
A”, this is primarily ONE; for “Track B” projects, these are mainly the testbed owners.

Additional support and monitoring activities include:

¢ Regular Monitoring: Each project is required to engage in at least one monthly meeting with their assigned
monitor, who proactively assesses progress, identifies risks and provides guidance. The assigned monitors
document meetings in brief reports to track project evolution.

e Monthly monitoring: On a monthly basis, sub-granted projects are required to fill in a monitoring survey
to assess their progress during the previous month. Results are collected and shared with the monitors to
facilitate discussions during the monthly meeting.

e Technical and Business Support: Projects receive mentoring on infrastructure deployment, software
integration and compliance with 6G-PATH standards. Additionally, business development support is
provided to assist with market validation, scalability and potential commercialisation strategies.

e Trainings: Beneficiaries are required to participate in mandatory training sessions, meetings and other
relevant activities to enhance their capabilities and ensure project alignment with 6G-PATH objectives.

8.2 Training Plan Overview

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 was supported by a training plan designed to provide clear and detailed guidance to
applicants and ensure a transparent, efficient, and accessible process. The strategy focused on two “key”
components: the production of tailored training materials and the delivery of targeted training sessions.

Training materials were prepared by consortium partners to “address” the specific needs of OC1 partners, ensuring
effective onboarding and use of the 6G-PATH platform.

For “Track A”, Instituto de Telecomunicagdes (IT) produced instructional tutorials and videos on the Experiment
Lifecycle Manager (ELCM) and Portal. At the same time, the University of Malaga (UMA) provided optimised
documentation and README files for platform deployment on GitLab, supporting Universitat Politéecnica de
Valéncia (6G-PathToVLC) and ATHINA-ISI (6G-INCOGNICO).

For “Track B”, UMA prepared 6G architecture and description materials for 6GAnywhere, AgriNEXT, and PITANCE,
alongside connectivity tutorials for the latter. IT and Altice Labs (ALB) delivered architecture materials for OAIBOX,
OTE for CITYSENS, Karlstad University (KAU) for MMT and DIKTYO, Orange Romania (ORO) for INTENTIONAL,
Fraunhofer FOKUS for Trusted AF, and the University of the West of Scotland (UWS) for 6G-RESCUE, with additional
connectivity tutorials where applicable.

Training sessions were delivered to complement the materials, ensuring practical guidance. A first session was held
on 7 April 2025, which introduced the ELCM and Portal, alongside administrative processes for documentation and
GitLab access. The second session was held on 11 April 2025, focusing on KPI and KVI evaluation, as well as the Data
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Management Plan (DMP) & Ethics. These sessions provided hands-on support, enabling OC #1 sub-granted projects
to leverage the 6G-PATH framework for their testbeds and experiments effectively.

8.3 Tutorials and Training Materials

The 6G-PATH Task 5.3, led by Instituto de Telecomunicagdes (IT), has been delivering tutorials and training materials
for OC #1 sub-granted projects, which were tailored to support the integration of new testbeds and extensions into
the 6G-PATH framework. The materials were organised under “Track A” (new testbeds) and “Track B” (testbed
extensions) to ensure effective onboarding and use of the 6G-PATH platform.

8.3.1 Materials for “Track A” projects

e 6G-PathToVLC (Universitat Politecnica de Valéncia) received instructional tutorials and videos on the ELCM
and Portal use prepared by IT, alongside optimised documentation and README files for 6G-PATH platform
deployment on GitLab, produced by the University of Malaga (UMA), to support testbed onboarding for Smart
City and Education use cases.

e 6G-INCOGNICO (ATHINA-ISI) was provided with IT tutorials and videos, complemented by UMA’s
documentation for federating their existing testbed into the 6G-PATH platform.

8.3.2 Materials for “Track B” projects

e 6GAnywhere (University of Navarra) received from UMA architecture and description material to integrate a
new communication station.

o  AgriNEXT (Xilbi Sistemas de Informacidn SL) received from UMA agriculture infrastructure material to support
the integration of innovative software for precision agriculture with existing sensors.

e PITANCE (Cubic Fort Consultores SL) received from UMA documentation and tutorials on 5G/6G connectivity
and agriculture infrastructure usage to enable an Al-powered drone swarm system for pitahaya pollination.

e OAIBOX (Allbesmart) received from IT/Altice Labs (ALB) 6G architecture and description material to integrate
Open RAN software modules into the Aveiro testbed.

o CITYSENS (Institute of Accelerating Systems and Applications) received from OTE 6G architecture and
description material to deploy a management platform for beyond Rel. 16° 5G with Al and LCM engine.

e MMT (Quanta & Qualia) received from Karlstad University (KAU) documentation and tutorials on 5G/6G
connectivity to support a real-time VR collaboration environment and prepared 6G architecture and description
material for DIKTYO (imec) to integrate network-aware scheduling capabilities.

e INTENTIONAL (Nextworks) received from Orange Romania (ORO) 6G architecture and description material to
extend the testbed with TMForum/3GPP interfaces and intent-based management.

o Network Upgrade: Trusted AF (Slicefinity Limited) received from Fraunhofer FOKUS 6G architecture and
description material to integrate an Open APl Framework with Network and Service APIs.

e 6G-RESCUE (Newcastle University) received from the University of the West of Scotland (UWS) 6G architecture
and description material, along with documentation and tutorials on 5G/6G connectivity, to support software
extensions for edge ML models and validation through smart robot experiments.

e TERANTIEC (Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya) also received from OTE 6G architecture and description
material to deploy a management platform for beyond Rel. 16 5G with Al and LCM engine.

©

For further information also see: https://www.3gpp.org/specifications-technologies/releases/release-16
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All materials were refined from existing deliverables to align with the objectives of each sub-granted project,
uploaded, and made accessible to them, ensuring seamless integration and experimentation within the 6G-PATH
framework.

8.4 Training Events Organised

Two training sessions were organised for the Open Call #1 partners and presented by project partners, including
UMA, ONE, UBRAD, and OdinS.

8.4.1 Training #1 — ECLM and Portal
Session topic: 6G-PATH Platform Experiment Lifecycle Manager (ECLM) and Portal + Admin Framework
Date: 7 April 2025

The first training session for the 12 sub-grantees took place on 7 April 2025 and was attended by 30 participants.
The session focused on the ECLM and ELCM Portal of the 6G-PATH project, which University of Malaga presented.
The session focused on the deployment and use of the ELCM and its associated portal to support the testing and
validation of 6G technologies through trials and showcases.

The ELCM framework, integrated with the 6G-PATH Portal (developed by eBOS), facilitates the collection and
reporting of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) and Key Value Indicators (KVIs) at both network and application
levels. Deployment instructions for the initial release, including ELCM, Portal, InfluxDB and Grafana, are available
on the GitLab repositories, along with a virtual machine (VM) based on Ubuntu 22.04 for implementation. Sample
test cases are accessible for reference, and a testbed repository supports experimentation.

The session highlighted the importance of the ELCM in generating quantitative metrics for trial reporting,
emphasising network KPIs (e.g., latency, throughput) and application-specific KPIs/KVIs. Two use cases were
detailed: MedianTIX streaming service (hosted in a virtual machine, enabling Prometheus to collect service metrics
as an example) and UC-Farm-1 (Water Saving). The session underscored the ELCM’s role in streamlining data
collection and visualisation, ensuring robust evaluation of 6G use cases, and supporting the project's goal of
advancing 6G innovation through standardised testing frameworks.

The training event continued with a second part that focused on the administrative framework of the sub-grantees’
participation in the Assistance Programme. ONE presented detailed documentation and reporting processes, as
well as the use of the 6G-PATH Private Cloud for file uploads, eliminating the need for user accounts. Access is
granted as needed, with a drag-and-drop interface for submitting files. Similarly, the 6G-PATH Private GitLab was
introduced for managing project resources, with access provided via tokens and no account creation needed. The
Container Registry was noted as currently empty, indicating that no container images are stored for the project.

The session aimed to provide participants with the knowledge to leverage 6G-PATH’s infrastructure for testing and
validating 6G use cases, ensuring streamlined collaboration and compliance with project protocols.

8.4.2 Training #2 — Validation and Evaluation Framework, and Data Management & Ethics
Session topic: 6G-PATH Validation and Evaluation Framework + Data Management & Ethics
Session date: 11 April 2025

The second training session took place on 11 April 2025 and was similarly attended by 30 participants. The session
focused on evaluating and validating Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) and Key Value Indicators (KVIs). Presented
by the University of Bradford, the session outlined the framework for assessing the performance and societal value
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of 6G technologies. The presentation distinguished between KPlIs, which measure technical metrics such as network
reliability and latency, and KVIs, which capture broader impacts including economic growth, social well-being and
environmental sustainability, emphasising their role in stakeholder engagement and decision-making.

The session detailed a seven-step methodology for defining and validating KVIs: (1) groundwork, (2)
contextualisation, (3) extraction, (4) validation and evaluation, (5) technical implementation, (6) execution, and (7)
data collection. The framework aims to validate 6G-PATH systems in real-world use cases, promote collaboration
and ensure compliance with project components. Key dimensions of value and performance were contextualised,
drawing from literature that categorises KVIs into areas such as sustainability, inclusiveness and trustworthiness.

Data collection methods for KVIs were discussed, combining quantitative approaches (five-point Likert scale?®
guestionnaires) with qualitative methods (interviews and focus group discussions) to “capture” stakeholder
perceptions and detailed insights. The session concluded by emphasising that KPIs and KVIs are critical for
demonstrating both the technical performance and societal value of 6G technologies, “shaping” the future of 6G
innovation through strategic evaluation and stakeholder collaboration.

The training event continued with a second part on the Data Management Plan (DMP), which ensures the effective
handling, accessibility and reusability of research data, presented by Jorge Gallego-Madrid from OdinS. The event
outlined the DMP as a dynamic document that evolves throughout the project, detailing strategies for managing
high-quality, secure and sustainable data. It emphasised the importance of adhering to the FAIR principles!! —
making data Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable—through measures like assigning globally unique
identifiers (Digital Object Identifiers - DOIs), using standardised protocols and ensuring metadata clarity. The DMP
process involves periodic updates, with the first version due within six months, followed by regular updates and a
final version at the project’s conclusion.

The event highlighted the types of data expected to be collected, including surveys, questionnaires, network traffic,
infrastructure data, KPls, KVIs, use case data and contributions from partners or public repositories. Data
management practices include using a standardised naming convention and uploading datasets to Zenodo with
DOls for traceability and versioning. The training also covered the EC Open Research Data Pilot'?, which mandates
open access to research data for validation and reuse, requiring the deposition of data in repositories and the
provision of tools for data use. Ethical considerations were underscored, with a focus on GDPR® compliance,
informed consent, data anonymisation and secure storage to protect privacy and personal data.

Additionally, the event addressed the SNS TMV Test Data Reusability Sub-WG!, which aims to standardise
experimental data storage and metadata labelling across EU projects, aligning with initiatives like the SLICES
project’ and the European Open Science Cloud?®. Practical examples included anonymising facial data, encrypting

10 A Likert scale is a psychometric scale commonly used in questionnaires to measure respondents' attitudes, opinions, or perceptions by
gauging their level of agreement or disagreement with a series of statements. It typically involves a scale with a range of response options,
often from "strongly disagree" to "strongly agree".

11 The FAIR principles are a set of guidelines designed to make research data and other digital resources more accessible, understandable,
and reusable. They stand for Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable. These principles aim to enhance the impact and value of
research by promoting data sharing and collaboration. For further in formation also see: https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/

12 The European Commission's (EC) Open Research Data (ORD) Pilot, launched under Horizon 2020, aims to make research data generated
by participating projects openly available. This involves creating Data Management Plans (DMPs) and depositing data in research data
repositories to enable third-party access, reuse, and redistribution. The pilot operates on the principle of "as open as possible, as closed
as necessary," acknowledging that not all data can be openly shared. For further details also see:
https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets/open-research-data-the-uptake-of-the-pilot-in-the-first-calls-of-horizon-2020?locale=en

13 European Parliament and European Council: Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016
on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing
Directive 95/46/EC. Official Journal (0J) L119, 04.05.2016, pp.1-88 (2016), https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2016/679/0j

14 For further information also see: https://smart-networks.europa.eu/sns-ju-working-groups/

15 See: https://www.slices-ds.eu/

16 The objective of the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) is to provide researchers and innovators in Europe with an open and trusted
multi-disciplinary environment where they can publish, find and reuse data, tools and services for research and innovation. Through this
environment, EOSC aims to mobilise, align and scale resources across Europe to accelerate open science, higher productivity and
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stored data and sharing code on platforms like GitHub. The training concluded by emphasising the importance of
open science, with all publications requiring a Data Availability statement and datasets being shared on the 6G-
PATH Zenodo community to promote transparency and collaboration.

8.5 Training Feedback and Impact

No major discussions occurred during the Q&A segments of the training sessions, indicating that the content was
clear and well-received by participants. The training’s impact is reflected in the smooth progression of OC#1 partner
activities within the 6G-PATH framework, with no reported barriers to accessing or applying the provided resources.

increased reproducibility and trust in research. Also See: https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-research-and-
innovation/our-digital-future/open-science/european-open-science-cloud-eosc_en
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9 Sub-Granted Projects Kick-Off and Promotion

The 6G-PATH Open Call #1 Assistance Programme officially launched with a Kick-off Meeting (KoM) on 13 March
2025, at 10:00 CET (Figure 40). The meeting, held virtually, provided an opportunity to introduce the selected
projects, outline expectations and ensure all sub-grantees were aligned on the programme’s requirements and
milestones.

The session began with a welcome from F6S and FOK, followed by an overview of the project objectives and
expectations presented by OTE and ONE. Each sub-granted project, including those from “Track A” and “Track B”,
was given the opportunity to present a brief summary of their project.

The second half of the meeting focused on the programme structure, including reporting obligations, key
requirements and the overall project timeline. Beneficiaries were provided with clear guidance on administrative
and technical expectations, ensuring a smooth transition into the implementation phase. The meeting concluded
with a Q&A session, allowing participants to seek clarifications and discuss any outstanding concerns.

The kick-off meeting was an essential step in supporting collaboration between the 6G-PATH consortium and the
funded projects, setting the stage for a successful implementation phase.

Figure 40: 6G-PATH —Open Call #1 Kick-off Meeting Group Picture with Consortium and Sub-granted projects

Following the meeting, information about all 12 projects has been made available on the 6G-PATH project website
(Figure 41). Each project has its dedicated page, which provides information about the project and the entities
implementing it.

Furthermore, a dedicated press release with information about the selected projects was prepared and released in
April 2025, as well as other social media posts to highlight this milestone in the project.
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Open Call 1 Winners

6G-PathToVLC

Paving the Way to Valencia’s Future 6G connectivity
6G-PathTovic Extending 6G-PATH with 6G-ready infrastructure for education and smart cities

The 6G-PathToVLC project, extends Europe's pre-6G ecosystem by integrating the Universitat Politécnica de Valencia (UPV)'s advanced Beyond-SG (856)
testbed. Originating from the Spanish UNICO 1+D initiative, UPV became Spain's first university licensed as a private 56 network operator, with its testbed
already supporting EU research like IMAGINE-BSG and upcoming open-call experiments. In this project, the testbed will be upgraded with 5G Rel-17 and
RedCap capabilities, enabling future 6G use case trials.

UPV brings extensive 5G experience through past proj

1s (FUDGE-5G, 5G-INDUCE, INGENIOUS), maintaining active interconnections with industrial and
logistics test sites. It is also connected to frameworks like FIDAL-VLC and supports 6G-PATH's southbound APIs, Network-as-Code, and CAPIF features.

The consortium also includes Fivecomm, a Spanish SME specializing in 5G/IoT devices, which will provide 5G Rel-16/17 and RedCap devices for experiments.

The project focuses on two key 6G-PATH verticals: smart cities and education. For smart cities, UPV's campu
urban environment with mmWave and sub-6 GHz deployments, soon to include RedCap. For education, a 856
personalized learing enables cutting-edge educational trials.

sting over 30,000 people—offers a realistic
ersive lab with XR, haptics, and Al-based

6G-PathToVLC will generate scientific outputs and contribute to UPV's educational innovation projects, while strengthening Fivecomm's role in the European

856/6G and loT landscape. The project positions Valencia as a frontrunner in 6G innovation and supports the development of a sustainable, connected digital
future.
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Figure 42: Specific page of the 6G-PathToVLC winners page
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10 Final Considerations and Lessons Learned

The delivery of the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 and the ongoing implementation of the first Assistance Programme
have been key achievements in the project’s broader objective of supporting the development and integration of
advanced technologies within the Beyond 5G (B5G) and emerging 6G ecosystem. The Open Call not only provides
direct financial support to innovators, but also lays the groundwork for scalable experimentation, cross-sector
collaboration and ecosystem growth.

The Open Call process, spanning from initial concept and guidelines development to publication, outreach,
evaluation and contracting, was designed and delivered with a strong emphasis on transparency, inclusiveness and
technical rigour. The feasibility assessment, multi-stage evaluation (including interviews for “Track A”), and the
tailored support framework ensured that the selected projects were both technically viable and strategically aligned
with 6G-PATH’s priorities.

A total of twelve projects, two under “Track A” and ten under “Track B”, were awarded funding. These projects
present innovative solutions aligned with the 6G-PATH verticals and broader project objectives. The diversity of
approaches and applications across the selected projects reflects the richness and adaptability of the 6G-PATH
testbed ecosystem.

Beyond the financial support, the ongoing programme has created a platform for engagement between the sub-
granted projects and the 6G-PATH consortium. Through monitoring, training, and community-building events (such
as the Kick-off Meeting), the 6G-PATH consortium has provided continuous guidance to help projects meet their
milestones and maximise their potential impact.

The experience of managing the 6G-PATH — Open Call #1 contributed to strengthening internal coordination across
partners, improving operational tools, and refining procedures that will inform the next iteration of the open call
mechanism — the 6G-PATH — Open Call #2 (launched in July 2025). Notably, the proactive use of feasibility checks
and interviews for high-potential “Track A” applications added some value to the evaluation process, helping to
align expectations and reduce project risk.

The discussion below provides a deeper reflection on the key takeaways and operational insights gained throughout
this process, which will be instrumental in guiding future open call activities within 6G-PATH and beyond.

While the call achieved its primary objectives in terms of engagement, evaluation, and early implementation,
several lessons emerged that informed internal discussions and have helped refine the design and execution of
Open Call #2, as discussed below:

¢ Feasibility Assessment Process: While a valuable step in the Open Call process, particularly for applicants who
were all guided in fine-tuning their applications, the two-stage structure requiring separate submissions and
feedback cycles resulted in a somewhat duplicated effort and added administrative complexity for both
applicants and the consortium. Although the consortium guided applicants for their applications, it is unclear
whether significant improvements in application quality were achieved. Based on this experience, it was
considered that future Open Calls could benefit from replacing (or moving) the feasibility assessment with a
more streamlined technical eligibility check during the initial screening phase. This would enable an early
evaluation of technical alignment based on objective and clearly defined criteria outlined in the Call
documentation, excluding those that do not meet the criteria, thereby reducing the burden on applicants and
reviewers.

¢ Evaluation Process: The evaluation process also revealed opportunities for improvement. External experts
contributed to independence and objectivity, but internal discussions highlighted the potential benefit of
involving consortium partners more actively in the evaluation phase, alongside external reviewers. This is due
to their specific knowledge of the testbeds they operate, which is particularly important when applicants are
required to use them. Therefore, involving internal partners in the evaluation can contribute to better alignment
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of applications with testbeds, allowing evaluators to benefit from a deeper contextual understanding of the
technical landscape.

¢ Documentation: It was recognised that the Open Call documentation could improve from additional fine-tuning,
including providing more detailed minimum requirements for use cases and clearer guidelines on testbed
distribution and expected project scope. Additionally, more simplified evaluation criteria would likely enhance
scoring consistency and the evaluation process.

¢ Assistance Programme duration: In anticipation of the second Open Call, there were reflections on the duration
of the Assistance Programme associated with Open Call #2. Although six months could be sufficient for launching
and testing solutions, extending the programme to nine months was discussed as a way to improve
implementation timelines, particularly to account for seasonal gaps and increase coordination opportunities
with consortium activities. An extension of three months would expectedly allow for more robust technical
development, deeper integration with the testbeds and a more spaced-out support timeline.

Overall, the consortium collected essential insights from the execution of Open Call #1. These lessons supported
the early planning of Open Call #2 and contributed to the ongoing improvement of processes for supporting
external innovators. The experience reaffirmed the importance of clarity, flexibility and strong internal coordination
in delivering impactful third-party funding programmes within the 6G-PATH ecosystem.

In parallel with these lessons, several best practices emerged during the implementation of Open Call #1. These
included the early involvement of external evaluators through an Open Call for expressions of interest, the use of
a dedicated helpdesk and online discussion forum to support applicant queries and the inclusion of interview
rounds to validate and clarify complex applications. These measures helped ensure a transparent, applicant-friendly
and well-informed evaluation process. It was also noted that strong internal coordination between consortium
partners played a “key” role in maintaining consistency and alignment across the various phases of the Call. Moving
forward, these practices will be further refined and adapted to the evolving needs of Open Call #2.
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