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1 What is 6G-PATH?

The objective of the 6G-PATH project is to help foster the further development and integration of new and
improved tools and products from EU companies with 5G/6G, while also measuring relevant Key
Performance Indicators (KPIs) and Key Value Indicators (KVIs). To achieve this, seven testbeds will be part of
the project consortium, which will be used by ten use cases spread across four key verticals: Health,
Education, Smart Cities and Farming.

A relevant portion of the project budget has been allocated to Financial Support for Third Parties (FSTP).
Through two Open Calls, the project envisions integrating two new pilot sites and extending the testbeds
with 10 additional technologies (Open Call #1), as well as 30 new use cases (Open Call #2), to further involve
the community and obtain additional metrics and outcomes.

2 What is the 6G-PATH — Open Call #2 offer?

The 6G-PATH - Open Call #2 is a competitive process in which eligible applicants apply to access the 6G-PATH
Assistance Programme.

Applications to the open call will be accepted from 1 July 2025 until 10 September 2025 (17:00 CEST, Brussels
time). After the selection is completed, selected applicants will be invited to sign the sub-grant agreement
and enter the 6G-PATH Assistance Programme.

The 6G-PATH Assistance Programme is organised in three phases covering a period of nine months, each with
a set of objectives and requirements, as detailed in Section 6. The programme aims to provide sub-grantees
with value-added services, both technical and business-related, to ensure the successful development and
impact of their projects.

In addition to the lump sum grant funding of up to €60,000, beneficiaries will be in contact with a monitor,
which will help with relevant technical support during project implementation.

The programme will select 30 applications, aligned with the four 6G-PATH verticals, and implementing use
cases that use the infrastructure made available by the 6G-PATH project’s seven testbeds, as well as the
infrastructure and extensions funded in the framework of Open Call #1.

Relevant links and contacts

® Project website: https://6gpath.eu/
® Open call application form: https://www.f6s.com/6g-path-open-call-2/apply

e Contact us: opencall@6gpath.eu



https://6gpath.eu/
https://6gpath.eu/open-call-1-winners/
https://6gpath.eu/
https://www.f6s.com/6g-path-open-call-2/apply
mailto:opencall@6gpath.eu
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3 Who can apply and how?

3.1 Types of applicants

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #2 is looking for technology developers capable of developing innovative
applications and services (use cases) using the 6G-PATH infrastructure, including established testbeds and
those introduced through the Open Call #1 projects (see Annex 1.1).

3.1.1 Accepted applicants
The accepted applicants for the 6G-PATH - Open Call #2 are:

e Individual legal entities, either SMEs (including startups) or research organisations (RTOs or
academia/higher education organisations).
e Two or more entities applying as a consortium are not eligible.
e Also consider:
o A valid VAT and PIC number are required and will be verified as part of the administrative
eligibility check.
Please consult the EU SME Definition for details on what constitutes an SME.

A signed version of the Declaration of Honour and the SME Declaration will be requested
during the contract preparation phase.

3.1.2 Countries
Legal entities from the following countries are eligible to receive funding through this Open Call:

e European Union Member States, with a valid VAT and PIC number.
e Specific third countries associated to Horizon Europe: Iceland, Norway, Canada, Israel, the Republic
of Korea, New Zealand, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom).

3.1.3 Multiple submissions
The following rules apply:

® For SMEs: can submit a maximum of one application.
For research organisations: can submit a maximum of three applications, provided they are from
different research groups/ departments. This information must be specified in the application form.
Regardless of the number of applications, a maximum of one may be funded.

e If an applicant submits more applications than the indicated amount, only the first submitted (as
registered on the system) will be considered.

e Entities receiving funding through Open Call #1 cannot apply to Open Call #2 and will be
automatically disqualified.

e Entities that have applied to Open Call #1 and were not funded can apply to Open Call #2.

3.2 Types of projects

The 6G-PATH - Open Call #2 aims to fund projects that will develop innovative solutions and services that use
the 6G-PATH infrastructure, including established testbeds and those introduced through the Open Call #1
projects. Funded projects will represent new use cases that demonstrate the capabilities of the 6G-PATH

5
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infrastructure. For this reason, they must also show novelty beyond the use cases already being developed

in 6G-PATH.

In their applications, applicants are required to select:

e One (1) testbed they are interested in working with, from the original seven 6G-PATH testbeds or
two new testbeds (6G-PathToVLC / 6G-INCOGNICO), and
® One (1) of the use case topics defined for the selected testbed.

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #2 will ensure a balanced geographic distribution of applications per testbed, also

considering the number of extensions integrated through Open Call #1. Table 1 indicates the proposed use

case topics, including topics that are preferred and will be prioritised [marked as P]. Specific ranking and

selection rules are defined in Section 4.2.2. Applicants should consult Annex 1.1. for further details on the

topics.
Table 1. 6G-PATH - Open Call #2 use case topics
Code Topic title
FOK_01 FOK — Health vertical [P]
FOK_02 FOK — Other (Verticals and topics)
ITA_O1 ITA — V2X sensing and communication (Smart city vertical only) [P]
ITA_02 ITA — Autonomous mobility (Smart city vertical only) [P]
ITA_03 ITA — Security and safety (Smart city vertical only) [P]
ITA_04 ITA — City monitoring and multimodal transportation intelligent systems (Smart city vertical only) [P]
ITA_O5 ITA — Private and public 5G networks integration (Smart city vertical only) [P]
ITA_06 ITA — Environmental and mobility monitoring (Smart city vertical only) [P]
ITA_07 ITA — Machine learning and federation (Smart city vertical only) [P]
ITA 08 ITA — Use of TSN standards for precise time synchronisation and service differentiation (Smart city
- vertical only) [P]
ITA_09 ITA — Other (Smart city vertical topics only)
ITA 10 UAVs integrated with B5G mobile base stations, far-edge computing, mesh networks, and Starlink Mini
- stations for first responder and swarm use cases (Smart city vertical only) [P]
KAU — XR, haptics, and other low-latency applications leveraging the low-latency features of the KAU
KAU 01 testbed and/or the MMT extension for immersive media experiences (Health, Education, and Smart
City vertical topics only) [P]
KAU 02 KAU — Service differentiation and resource isolation through network slicing and QoD APIs (Health,
- Education, and Smart City vertical topics only) [P]
KAU 03 KAU — Security- and privacy-focused use cases for data protection and trusted communications
- (Health, Education, and Smart City vertical topics only) [P]
KAU_04 KAU — Other (Health, Education, and Smart City verticals’ topics only)
ORO_01 O.RO —XR/VR c.ontent f:levelop.ment and integration into Education platforms (Health, Education, Smart
City, and Farming vertical topics) [P]
ORO_02 ORO — Other (All verticals)
OTE 01 OTE — Applications installed on robotic systems for real-time data processing at the edge or user
- equipment (Smart city vertical only) [P]
OTE 02 OTE — Optimisation mechanisms and techniques for improving production processes (Smart city vertical
- only) [P]
UMA_01 | UMA — Al analysis of crops, insects, pests, and diseases [P]
UMA_02 | UMA —5G-NTN use cases [P]
UMA_03 | UMA — Power consumption tracking in gNodeB and CPEs [P]
UMA_04 | UMA —5G location features [P]
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Code Topic title ‘
UMA_05 | UMA —ISAC technology for persons and animals detections in the field [P]
UWS 01 UWS — eHealth and medical applications enhancing communication, diagnostics, and care delivery
- through advanced networking (All verticals) [P]
UWS — Assisted living and remote healthcare support for vulnerable or ageing populations using
UWS_02 . - . .
- sensing and connectivity solutions (All verticals) [P]
UWS — Edge Al use cases improving service quality and user experience through edge-cloud continuum
UWS_03 . .
- orchestration (All verticals) [P]
UWS — Intelligent robotics and human-robot collaboration for smart manufacturing, agriculture, and
UWS_04 . - . .
- other industrial domains (All verticals) [P]
UWS — Swarm robotics leveraging B5G/6G for coordinated, distributed intelligence in dynamic
UWS_05 . .
- environments (All verticals) [P]
UWS_06 | UWS — Other (All verticals)
VLC_01 VLC — Autonomous or Teleoperated Robots for Monitoring (Education and Smart City verticals only) [P]
VLC — Digital Twin Integrations (e.g., weather stations, radar systems, mobile robots) (Education and
VLC_02 . .
- Smart City verticals only) [P]
VLC 03 VLC — Urban Mobility and Critical Infrastructure Supervision (Education and Smart City verticals only)
- [P]
VLC_04 VLC — Immersive and Augmented Learning Experiences (Education and Smart City verticals only) [P]
VLC_05 VLC - Hybrid Classroom Models (Education and Smart City verticals only) [P]
VLC_06 VLC — Holographic Presence for Remote Teaching (Education and Smart City verticals only) [P]
VLC_07 VLC — Volumetric Capture and XR Tools (Education and Smart City verticals only) [P]
VLC_08 VLC — Other (Education and Smart City verticals)
INC_01 INC — Immersive XR Gaming & Metaverse Experiences (All verticals) [P]
INC_02 INC — Al-Assisted Remote Industrial Inspection (All verticals) [P]
INC_03 INC — Real Time Digital Twin for Smart Ports (All verticals) [P]
INC_04 INC — Public Safety & Disaster Response B5G Cells (All verticals) [P]
INC_05 INC — Predictive Edge Analytics for Connected Mobility (All verticals) [P]
INC_06 INC — Other (All verticals) [P]

Specific project technical requirements that will be pre-assessed through a technical eligibility check, and

based on a specific section of the proposal, include:

A minimum TRL of 6, with a proper rationale.

e Explicit alignment with one of the four 6G-PATH verticals: Health, Education, Smart Cities and

Farming.

Selection of one of the use case topics (Table 1).

Proper use of the 6G-PATH infrastructure to showcase beyond 5G innovation.
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3.3 Funding conditions

Any entity will only be considered for funding once. Each application may receive a maximum of up to
€60,000. The total amount requested must represent 100% of the project costs (including indirect costs). All
applications must include a justification of the planned expenses and 6G-PATH testbed resources required.

Eligible costs include staff costs for project management, research, technical developments, testing and
piloting activities; communication and promotion activities; travel (as required); project-specific equipment.
Subcontracting is eligible in this open call, representing a maxiumum of up to 25% of the total project budget.

Funds will be disbursed in lump sums at the end of the three phases and pending the achievement of agreed-
upon milestones and deliverables.
3.4 Application process

The F6S platform will be the only accepted entry point for all applications to the 6G-PATH - Open Call #2.
Interested applicants should register at the 6G-PATH F6S page. Table 2 presents the application process and

respective timeline. Note that these are subject to change (Table 7 - Open Call and Programme deadlines).

Table 2. 6G-PATH - Open Call #2 application process and timeline

Phase Description Timeline

Fill in and submit the application, including: Launch date:
e Application form on F6S 01 July 2025
Application [httos://www.f6s.com/6g-path-open-call-2/apply]. Submission deadline:
® Application technical proposal (using provided 10 September 2025
template) (17:00 CEST)
Eligibility & The 6G-PATH Consortium performs internal eligibility 11 September to
Technical check criteria checks of the applications 30 September 2025
An evaluation board reviews the received applications,
Application scoring them based on the evaluation criteria. The 01 October 2025 to
evaluation evaluators rank the applications and select the top- 31 October 2025

ranked applications.

All applicants receive a written letter by email about
Announcement of approval or rejection of their application. Successful
the results projects start the onboarding phase for the 6G-PATH
Assistance Programme.

28 November 2025

The submission date for applications is final. All other dates, including those of the programme, may be
subject to change.
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Other application requirements and considerations

Submission: Applications must be submitted via https://www.f6s.com/6g-path-open-call-2/apply.
Submissions via any other means will not be accepted.

Complete application: All mandatory questions must be answered, and all requested documents
must be uploaded. Incomplete applications will be disqualified.

Accept terms: Applicants must agree to the application's terms and conditions.
English language: All applications and programme communication must be in English.

Document format: Unless otherwise agreed, all documents in all phases must be submitted
electronically in PDF format without printing restrictions.

Deadline:

o Failure to submit the application by the submission deadline, regardless of cause (e.g.,
network issues, multiple browsers or windows), is not acceptable as an extenuating
circumstance. It is recommended to apply well before the deadline.

o Resubmissions are possible provided the call deadline has not passed but are only
guaranteed if requested at least 2 business days before the deadline via support@f6s.com.

o The deadline may be extended only in case of unforeseen F6S platform technical issues. All
applicants will be notified of the new deadline.

Review administrative documents: Applicants are encouraged to get familiar with the documents
that will be required in the contracting phase (see Section 5).

Applicants list: A full list of applicants containing their basic information will be created for statistical
and transparency purposes and shared with the EC.
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4 How will applications be evaluated and selected?

The 6G-PATH evaluation and selection of applicants will follow a three-step process: (1) administrative and
technical eligibility check; (2) remote expert evaluation; and (3) ranking and selection of applicants. The
process is represented in Figure 1.

EVALUATION & SELECTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME
CONTRACTING IMPLEMENTATION

Eligibility Remote Administrative check Sprint 1 Sprint 2 Sprint 3
check evaluation & contracting 2 months 3 months 4 months
A A
Is the application Selected for : Report Report Report
eligible? funding? ’ Review 7 Review 2 Review 3

Rejection letter + ESR

Figure 1. 6G-PATH application and evaluation process

The 6G-PATH project reserves the right to request at any moment of the process additional information
and/or documentation to clarify any doubts regarding the eligibility of the applicant(s) and/or the submitted
application.

4.1 Eligibility check

An initial eligibility verification will be done to filter out and discard non-eligible applications. The eligibility
check will focus on administrative (Sections 3.1, 3.3, 3.4) and technical (Section 3.2) aspects.

An application is only considered eligible if it meets all the eligibility criteria and requirements listed in
Section 3, related with, among others: applicant type, applicant’s country, number of submissions, requested
funding, language, documentation, and technical elements.

The eligibility check enables the establishment of a shortlist of applications to be evaluated in the next step
of the evaluation process.

Applications marked as non-eligible (for not meeting one or more of the eligibility criteria) will receive a
rejection letter with a justification.

4.2 Expert evaluation

The expert evaluation will be hybrid, involving internal and external evaluators. External evaluators will be
selected from a pool of experts established through a call for expressions of interest and based on their
expertise and evaluation experience.

Evaluators are required to be independent, impartial, and objective. All evaluators will sign a contract, which
includes a declaration of confidentiality and the confirmation of the absence of conflicts of interest.
10
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Evaluators will be bound by strict confidentiality regarding the evaluation process. The selection of experts
will be determined by ensuring a balanced geographical representation.

4.2.1 Evaluation criteria & scoring

At least one internal and two external evaluators (Evaluation Panel) will evaluate each application and will
be distributed considering their expertise and, whenever possible, avoiding applications from their country
of origin. Table 4 indicates the 6G-PATH — Open Call #2 evaluation criteria and items to evaluate.

Table 3. 6G-PATH - Open Call #2 evaluation criteria

Criteria Description

e Alignment of the application (use case) with the 6G-PATH project objectives.
e Proposed use case and its novelty (compared to 6G-PATH use cases and others),

1. Concept & o . .

- feasibility, and alignment with the selected testbed.

e Project objectives (general and specific) and proposed innovation.

e Project Technology Readiness Level (TRL) and respective rationale.

e Ambition and contribution to showcasing Beyond 5G innovation.

e Contribution to the broader goals of the 6G-PATH project in fostering industry
transformation, resilience, and sustainability.

2. Impact e Quantitative and qualitative overview of the short to long-term impact in the form of
market potential and scalability, including societal, environmental, and economic
benefits.

e Measures to promote and exploit project results.

e Proposed project work plan, including activities and outputs (linked to project
objectives), and respective timeline.

e Proposed Key Performance Indicators (KPIs), Key Performance Indicators (KVI), including

3. Implementation their relevance, baseline and target values, and evaluation methodology.

e Barriers/ risks that may affect the work plan and proposed mitigation actions.

e Rationale of the project costs, including personnel and other costs, and their allocation
across project objectives and activities.

e Knowledge and skills to implement the project, and capacity to ensure the scalability of
the application concept (internally and externally, and across sectors).

e Complementarity of the team aligned with project activities.

4. Applicant e Achievements and track record in other activities and projects, link to relevant
stakeholders and ecosystems, demonstrating the capacity for the project's successful
development.

e Commitment to and demonstration of gender balance.

Table 7 (item ‘Score, Expert’) defines how individual criteria will be scored. The minimum threshold for each
criterion will be three (3) out of five (5) (i.e., the overall score threshold is 12 out of 20). Applications that do
not meet the minimum thresholds will be excluded from the programme.

Each evaluator will record their individual evaluations using an Individual Evaluation Report. After the
individual evaluation by the experts, the Open Call Management Team will:

e Check for large differences (over 2 points per criterion) between evaluators.
e |[f differences exist, evaluators meet to discuss and agree on scores and comments.
11
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e Ifan agreement isn't reached, another expert may be invited to provide a final assessment.

A single Evaluation Summary Report (ESR) will be prepared by the Evaluation Panel, representing opinions
and scores on which the evaluators agree.

4.2.2 Ranking & selection

All applications will be ranked in a single list based on their overall score, which is calculated from the average
scores given by the evaluators. Therefore, scores may be a decimal.

The selection will be based on the overall score and the distribution of a minimum number of projects among
the testbeds/ infrastructure, provided the scores are above the defined threshold. If a testbed/ infrastructure
cannot be allocated the defined number of applications, applications will be distributed sequentially and
equally among other testbeds.

The 6G-PATH — Open Call #2 will ensure a balanced geographical distribution and of applications per testbed,
considering the extensions integrated through Open Call #1 for each testbed.

Table 4 indicates the minimum number of applications to be selected per testbed/ infrastructure. In general,
the ranking and selection process will ensure that:

e At least one application for each of the original seven testbeds will be selected.

e At least one application for each of the 10 Track B extensions will be selected.

e At least two applications for each of the two Track A testbeds will be selected. For the 6G-PathToVLC
testbed, at least one application per the Education and Smart City verticals.

e Applications targeting prioritised topics [marked as P] will be selected first.

e Only one application per country for each original testbed, Track B extensions, and Track A testbeds
is selected (note: applicable when multiple applications from the same country are received).

e Only applications above the defined thresholds will be considered.

Table 4. Distribution of the minimum number of applications per testbed

FOK IT/ALB KAU ORO OTE UMA UWS upvi2 ISP

Min. # of
projects

In case of a tie in overall scores, the following tie-breaking criteria will be used in order: (1) Concept &
Innovation; (2) Impact; (3) Implementation; and (4) Applicant. In case these criteria do not break the tie, the
application with a share of women and men in the team closest to 50/50, following European guidelines on
gender equality? shall,prevail.

1See 6G-PathToVLC project in Annex 1.1

2 At least one per each vertical (Education and Smart Cities)

3 See 6G-INCOGNICO project in Annex 1.1

4 Horizon Europe guidance on gender equality plans: https://op.europa.eu/s/z65b

12
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4.3 Redress

Within three working days of receiving (1) a rejection letter informing the application as non-eligible or (2)
an ESR of non-acceptance, an applicant may submit a request for redress if they believe the results of the
eligibility checks have not been correctly applied, or if they feel that there has been a shortcoming in the way
their application has been evaluated.

All requests for redress must be sent to opencall@6gpath.eu and must:

e Focus on aspects concerning the evaluation of the application (e.g. admissibility or eligibility checks,
evaluation procedure, etc), not their merits.

e Clearly describe the complaint.

e Received within the time limit (three working days) from the reception of a rejection letter
considering the application as non-eligible or the ESR information letter delivered.

e Sent by the entity’s legal representative who has also submitted the application.

Note that the evaluation is carried out by highly qualified experts. 6G-PATH will neither question nor interfere
with their original evaluation. Mere repetitions of the content of the application or disagreements with the
result or reasoning of the technical evaluation will not be considered.

13
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5 What happens after selection?

If the application is selected, it will be invited to the contracting phase, where administrative and financial

details and documents will be verified and validated.

The steps of this phase are (see Table 7 for complementary information):

1.

Inclusion of comments (if any) provided in the Evaluation Summary Report as part of the sub-grant
agreement (contract).
Validation of the entities based on the provision of the following documentation:

e Proof of the entity’s legal existence.

e Proof of the SME status, including the SME Declaration Form (Annex 5).

e Declaration of Honour, for all participating entities, signed by the legal representative of the

entity (Annex 4).

e Bank Account Information (Annex 6).
Signing of the sub-grant agreement (Annex 3) between the 6G-PATH Consortium represented by its
Coordinator (OTE), Treasurer (IT) and the Lead Beneficiary.

Applicants must also consider:

A valid VAT is mandatory.

The sub-grant agreement (contract) is final and cannot be changed. Applicants are recommended to
share the template with their respective legal departments to check the contract in advance and
receive approval.

Electronic digital signatures are required for signed documents (unless otherwise agreed).
Deadlines for the provision of required documents will be provided and will typically be concluded
within two weeks.

Failure to complete the negotiation in time will result in rejection of the application.

14
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6 What is the 6G-PATH Assistance Programme and its requirements?

The awarded sub-granted projects will participate and benefit from the 6G-PATH Assistance Programme. This
includes an onboarding meeting, training activities, and a monitoring process during the project
implementation.

6.1 Programme overview

The main objective of the programme is to provide sub-granted projects with value-added services, both
technical and business-related, to ensure the successful development and impact of their projects. This is
achieved through specialised training, group coaching, general webinars, and other resources to strengthen
participants' skills and knowledge.

Each project will be provided a monitor that will be a direct contact during the project implementation. The
monitor may also provide immediate technical support during the project. This collaboration will enable
projects to receive specialised guidance and support, which will help sub-granted projects overcome
challenges and reach their full potential.

The programme is committed to ensuring the continuity of third-party actions through the implementation
of sustainability plan activities. This involves establishing measures and actions that enable the selected sub-
granted projects to continue their development and operation after the end of the initial funding phase.
Through collaborations, meetings, workshops and events, an environment of cooperation and joint learning
is promoted, where projects can share lessons learned, best practices and know-how.

In summary, the Assistance Programme will provide:
e Financial support: In the form of a lump sum, to deliver the work plan proposed in the applications.

e Technical support: Specialised guidance and assistance to implement their solutions (use cases) in
the different infrastructure developed by the consortium and complemented by the Open Call #2
projects. This support will be provided through tailored workshops and one-on-one consultations.

6.2 Programme framework

The 6G-PATH Programme includes three (3) phases detailed in Table 5. Each phase culminates with the
delivery of a specific report whose approval will lead to a payment of the grant.

1. Specification & Design [2 months]
2. Development & Deployment [4 months]
3. Validation & Evaluation [3 months]

Table 5. Assistance Programme Reporting Requirements

Phase ‘ Item ‘ Description ‘
L Fine-tune the work plan as provided in the application, aligned with
Objective . o e
infrastructure specifications, and relevant timings, KPIs and outputs.
Phase 1 - Requirement Report 1 — Specific & Design
Specification &
. Result Payment of 20% of the grant.
Design
L e Duration: 2 months [January 2026 — February 2026]
Timeline .
e Report delivery: 28 February 2026
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Phase ‘ Item ‘ Description ‘
L Full project development, using the selected 6G-PATH infrastructure and
Objective . o . s
extensions; initial testing activities.
Phase 2 - Requirement Report 2 — Development & Deployment
Development &
Result Payment of 40% of the grant.
Deployment
. e Duration: 4 months [March 2026 — June 2026]
Timeline .
e Report delivery: 30 June 2026
L Final testing activities; validation and evaluation of results; communication
Objective . S
and dissemination.
Phase 3 - Requirement Report 3 — Validation & Evaluation
Validation &
. Result Payment of 40% of the grant
Evaluation
. e Duration: 3 months [July 2026 — September 2026]
Timeline ]
e Report delivery: 30 September 2026

6.2.1 Project costs

Projects will be paid following a lump sum approach, meaning that payments are based on the achievement
and positive evaluation of outcomes, deliverables and milestones as detailed in the required reports (Table
5). The awarded grants will cover 100% of the costs.

6.2.2 Reporting and payments

Sub-grantees are required to submit a report at the end of each implementation phase. The report will serve
as a tool for monitoring performance and evaluating the project at the end of each phase. Submission and
approval of the report will trigger the payment associated with each phase after verifying the achievement
of the milestones set for the period.

Any project that underperforms in either phase will be disqualified from the project, and no further payments
will be released.

6.2.3 Additional reporting and requirements

At any moment during the 6G-PATH programme and after the applicant ends its activities, the 6G-PATH
consortium may require additional reporting and or contributions from the beneficiaries. These will be
requested to ensure that the 6G-PATH project respects any specific requests from the EC, to ensure
compliance with any requirements internal to a 6G-PATH partner, or to support the promotion of the project.
Such requests may include, but are not limited to:

e 6G-PATH GA online meetings to present the progress.

e Details on data management practices of the beneficiaries, as part of the project they are
implementing or specific to the entity.

e Information about the implementation and conclusions of the project to develop promotional
materials (e.g., videos, success stories).

e Statistics on researchers and employees working on the project for the beneficiary.

e Information on planned exploitation and IPR measures.
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7 What else is important to know?

7.1 Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)

Solutions and results developed by third parties belong to the third parties. Applicants will remain the sole
owners of their respective IPRs and retain the IPR for their solutions.

Through the 6G-PATH Assistance Programme, beneficiaries will be supported in creating conditions for their
solution to reach the market and have commercial potential. Likewise, it is expected that the sub-grantees
will contribute with open results. Therefore, beneficiaries are encouraged to provide open source/ open data
contributions and must make available and known their results, guidelines, and lessons learnt.

Regarding the expert evaluation processes, each external evaluator will sign an Agreement including non-
disclosure clauses before receiving access to the proposal database to protect the applicants' intellectual
property. Internal evaluators will be bound by confidentiality rules and the handling of sensitive information
established by the 6G-PATH Grant Agreement.

7.2 Absence of conflict of interest

Applicants must not have any actual and/or potential conflict of interest with the 6G-PATH selection process
and during the project implementation. All conflicts of interest will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

7.3 Ethical issues

6G-PATH complies with the fundamental ethical issues particularly those outlined in the “European Code of
Conduct for Research Integrity”.

e All applicants must submit a self-assessment ethics questionnaire, available in the Proposal
Template.

e If a selected applicant confirms the existence of potential ethical issues, 6G-PATH will work with the
applicant to address such issues.

e The 6G-PATH will verify the declaration's consistency with the application contents and may contact
applicants to resolve any ethical issues.

e Applications that fail to adequately address ethical issues or inadequately deal with privacy aspects
will be rejected.

7.4 Data protection

The 6G-PATH consortium will need to collect Personal and Industrial Data to process and evaluate
applications and manage project implementation.

e F6S Network Ireland Limited will act as Data Controller for data submitted through the F6S platform
for these purposes. Please see our privacy policy here.

e A Data Protection Officer (DPO) has been appointed by F6S generally, to ensure compliance with
data protection regulations, such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), and that
personal data is collected, processed, and stored securely.

e The F6S platform's system design and operational procedures ensure that data is managed in
compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR).
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e Each applicant will accept the F6S terms to ensure compliance. Please refer to
https://www.f6s.com/privacy-policy to review the F6S platform’s privacy policy and data security
policy.

e Apart from the F6S platform, data will also be stored in the F6S Google Drive and in the project
repository (NextCloud), managed by the 6G-PATH Technical Coordinator, OneSource.

e Note that the 6G-PATH consortium must retain generated data until five years after the balance of
the 6G-PATH project is paid or longer if there are ongoing procedures (such as audits, investigations,
or litigation). In this case, the data must be kept until the end.

7.5 Confidentiality
The following confidentiality obligations apply:

e Selected applicants must maintain confidential project data, documents, and materials for five years
after project completion.

e This confidentiality period can be extended by agreement with the EC and the 6G-PATH consortium.

e Information shared during the project, whether written or spoken, is only considered confidential if
the 6G-PATH agrees and confirms it in writing within 15 days.

e Confidential information must only be used for project implementation, unless otherwise agreed
upon.

e Anyinformation shared during the application stage will be treated as confidential.

7.6 Promote the action and give visibility to the EU funding

The beneficiary must promote the project, the 6G-PATH project and its results, by providing targeted
information to multiple audiences (including the media and the public) in a strategic and effective manner
and to highlight the financial support of the EC, including on the official third-party website. The 6G-PATH
Communication team will guide and support these communication activities to selected beneficiaries.

7.7 Checks and reviews

The EC may, at any time during the implementation of the sub-project and up to five years after the end of
the sub-project, arrange for a check and review to be carried out by external auditors or by the EC services
themselves, including the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF). The procedure shall be deemed initiated on
receipt of the relevant letter sent by the EC.

There will be no financial checks, reviews, or audits to check costs, since beneficiaries have no obligation to
document the costs incurred for the action. Checks, reviews, and audits will focus on the technical
implementation of the action.
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8 Relevant links and contacts

The 6G-PATH Consortium will provide information to the applicants via the F6S page, so that all information

(questions and answers) is visible to all participants.

Project website: https://6gpath.eu/

Open call application form: https://www.f6s.com/6g-path-open-call-2/apply
Contact us: opencall@6gpath.eu

Online Q&A/ discussion board: https://www.f6s.com/6g-path-open-call-2/discuss

F6S platform support team: support@f6s.com
(For issues with the submission, resubmission, access to the platform, etc.)
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Relevant Open Call definitions

Acronym

Table 6. Acronyms & Definitions

Explanation/ Definition

AWU Annual Work Unit
DPO Data Protection Officer
EC European Commission
ESR Evaluation Summary Report
EU European Union
FSTP Financial Support to Third Parties
GDPR General Data Protection Regulation
HE Horizon Europe
KPI Key Performance Indicator
KVI Key Value Indicator
ocC Open Call
OLAF European Anti-Fraud Office
PIC Participant Identification Code
SME Small and Medium Sized Enterprise
VAT Value Added Tax
Table 7. Terms & Definitions
Acronym Explanation/ Definition ‘

Applicant(s)

The legal entity or group of legal entities that intend(s) to submit or that applied to
the Open Call.

Application Eligibility Criteria

Criteria used to assess if an application can be considered for the Open Call. Possible
values (Yes/No).

Application Eligible or Non-
Eligible

Application that is — or is not — compliant with eligibility criteria.

Application Timestamp

Timestamp of the final submission of an application. If the application is reopened
and resubmitted the last date will be considered.

Bank Account Information

Form where the beneficiary provides information of the bank account to which
payments will be made during the project implementation.

Beneficiary or Third Party

An entity that applied to the Open Call that was accepted to be funded, and has
signed, or are in the process of signing, a sub-grant agreement.

Consortium

The set of legal entities that are cumulatively responsible to implement the 6G-PATH
project as defined in the Grant Agreement signed with the European Commission.

Contract Deadline

Date and time until when the selected entities need to provide contractual
information.

Declaration of Honour (DoH)

Declaration where the applicant/ beneficiary declares they accept all conditions of
the Open Call, acceleration process & programme. One DoH is required for each
applicant/ beneficiary.

External Evaluator

Expert hired by the 6G-PATH consortium to assist in the evaluation of the Open Call.
External evaluators cannot have conflicts of interest and are bound by a
confidentiality agreement.
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Acronym

F6S Application Form

Explanation/ Definition

Application form available in F6S Platform.

F6S Platform

Platform provided by F6S.

Internal evaluation

Group of appropriately qualified persons of the 6G-PATH consortium partners that
are assigned the responsibility of performing evaluations or reviews at any moment

committee
of the Open Call implementation or programme.
Lump Sum Payment made to the third party based on the achievement of a milestone.
Person from the 6G-PATH consortium that works closely with the beneficiary to foster
Mentor communication with the 6G-PATH consortium and assess progress of the project. The
mentor may be part of an evaluation committee.
Open Call Competitive process to access a Programme.

Open Call and Programme
Deadlines

The 6G-PATH project has planned the Programme carefully, but unexpected events
and/or other things can happen. The application deadline is fixed and will only change
if something unforeseen occurs. Other dates, including of the Programme, are flexible
and may be adjusted as needed, and communicated to all applicants.

Open Call close date

Date and time when applications close.

Open Call selection
prioritisation

Rules used to order applications.

Proof of Bank Account
Information

The account where the funds will be transferred will be indicated via a specific form
signed by the entity, individuals, and the bank owners. The holder of the account will
be the entity/ individual. Provided using Annex 6.

Proof of Legal Existence

Company/ organisation register, official journal or other official document per
country showing the name of the organisation, the legal address and registration
number and a copy of a document proving VAT registration (in case the VAT number
does not show on the registration extract or its equivalent).

Proof of SME Status

Proof of the SME condition is required:

e If the applicant has been fully validated as an SME on the Beneficiary
Register of the EC Participant Portal, the PIC number must be provided.

® Provision of the signed (with a valid e-signature) SME Declaration (Annex 5):
in the event the beneficiary declares being non-autonomous, the balance
sheet and profit and loss account (with annexes) for the last period for
upstream and downstream organisations is required. A Status Information
Form may be requested, which includes the headcount (AWU), balance,
profit & loss accounts of the latest closed financial year and the relation,
upstream and downstream, of any linked or partner company.

Supporting documents: In cases where either the number of employees or the
ownership is not clearly identified: any other supporting documents which
demonstrate headcount and ownership such as payroll details, annual reports,
national regional, association records, etc.

Reserve List

Eligible applications that were not selected for funding which can be invited in case
selected applications do not provide contractual data.

Schedule for payments to
Beneficiaries

All payments to beneficiaries are dependent on the successful review of deliverables/
reports at the end of each phase, and reception by the consortium of the
corresponding payment request.

All payments will be made with undue delay preferably no later than 30 calendar days
after the reception of the financial statement.

Score, Expert

Unless otherwise stated, experts will mark each criterion between 0 and 5. Half point
scores are not given. Score values will indicate the following assessments:
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Explanation/ Definition

e 0: Fail. The application fails to address the criterion under examination or
cannot be judged due to missing or incomplete information.
1: Very poor. The criterion is addressed in an unsatisfactory manner.
2: Poor. There are serious inherent weaknesses.

e 3: Good. While the application broadly addresses the criterion, there are
significant weaknesses that would need correcting.

e 4:Very Good. The application addresses the criterion well, although certain
improvements are possible.

e 5: Excellent. The application addresses the criterion well, although certain
improvements are possible.

The application successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in
guestion. Any shortcomings are minor.

Score, Per Committee

When the evaluation is made by a committee, the average score of each criterion is
rounded to the nearest point or half point (1, 1.5, 2, ..., 4, 4.5, 5), before computing
the overall score. Overall score is the sum of the scores of each criterion multiplied
by the respective weight, rounded to the nearest integer value.

Selected application

Application that was selected to participate in the Open Call Implementation.

SME

An incorporated enterprise that complies with the rules defined by the European
Commission to be qualified as an SME®>.

SME — Autonomous
Enterprise

An autonomous enterprise is not a partner with or linked to another enterprise.

SME — Linked Enterprise

Linked enterprises are those that form a group through the direct or indirect control
of the majority of voting rights of an enterprise by another or through the ability to
exercise a dominant influence on an enterprise.

SME — Partner Enterprise

The enterprise holds a minimum of 25% (Capital or voting rights in another
enterprise, or 25% (Capital or voting rights) are owned by another enterprise.

SME Declaration Form

Declaration where the SME status is assessed.

Sub-grant Agreement

Signed between the Project Consortium, represented by its Coordinator and the
beneficiary. The sub-grant agreement will also include the comments (if any) of the
application’s ESR to the work plan.

5 https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/smes/sme-fundamentals/sme-definition_en
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